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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and among the publi- 
cations in question attention is especially drawn to those referred 
to in the following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Cuuntries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 13d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts, The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. — 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports issued 
by the Colonial Office, see pp. 424—26. 
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RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Seventeenth Report of the Comptroller-General of Patents, Designs, 
and Trade Marks, with Appendices, for the year 1899. 165. 
Price 24d. 

This report shows that in 1899 there were 25,786 applications 
for patents, the number of patents sealed being 14,160; in the 
same year, 18,470 designs and 3,777 trade marks were registered. 
The number of complete specifications in 1899 was 14,005, as 
compared with 14,167 in 1898, and 15,135 in 1897. This dimi- 
nution is attributed to the great decline of inventive activity in 
connection with the cycle industry. The effect of the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act is shown by a number of inventions for guards 
for preventing accidents in working circular saws. The number 
of inventions relating to organic acids and salts has increased more 
than five-fold since 1884; the increase in this class of invention 
in recent years has been caused mainly by the development of 
acetylene lighting. 

As regards foreign legislation affecting patents and trade marks 
during 1899, a law came into operation in Denmark amending the 
Danish Trade Mark Law of 1890, « new Trade Mark Law was 
passed in Guatemala, and new Acts regarding patents, designs, 
and trade marks came into force in Japan on Ist July last. In 
the colonies an Act was passed to consolidate the Patent Law of 
New South Wales, an Ordinance was enacted in Malta to amend 
and consolidate the patent laws, and to provide for the registration 
of designs and trade marks, and an Ordinance was passed in St. 
Lucia to regulate the issue of patents. 


Return of the Quantity of Wines at various Degrees of Strength 
imported into the United Kingdom in 1899. 155. Price 3d. 


This return shows that 14,941,353 gallons of wine were imported 
in casks in 1899 and 2,446,391 gallons in bottles. The tables 
comprised in the return show that of the wine imported in cask, 
practically the whole of that imported from France falls below 
the limit of 30 °/, proof, the bulk of the wine being between 
15 degrees and 22° degrees. As regards Portuguese wine, the 
preponderance of that between 33 degrees and 40 degrees is very 
marked, and whilst most of the wine imported from Spain falls 
between the limits of 22 degrees and 30 degrees, a quantity is also 
imported of from 32 degrees to 36 degrees. 


Wick and Lybster Light Railway Order, 1899. Cd. 63. 
Price 24d. 

This is an order made by the Light Railway Commissioners, 
and modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade, authorising 
the construction of a light railway about 13 miles long between 
Wick and Lybster. 
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Recent Parliamentary Publications. 


Suez Canal. Returns of Shipping and Tonnage, 1897, 1898, and 
1899. Cd. 99. Price 14d. 


These returns show that in 1899 3,607 vessels of a net tonnage 
of 9,895,630 tons passed through the Suez Canal, as compared 
with 3,503 vessels in 1898 with a net tonnage of 9,238,603. The 
transit receipts in 1899 were the highest in any year since the 
opening of the canal, being 91,318,772 francs, as compared with 
85,294,769 francs in 1898. 


Highteenth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scotland. 
Part I. General Report. Cd.148. Price 1s. 11d. 

This Report shows that in 1899 84,500 persons were engaged in 
the various branches of the fishing ‘industry i in Scotland, whilst 
the fleet engaged was composed of 10,939 boats propelled by Sails 
or oars, manned by 32,141 men, and valued at 761,520/., and of 
251 steam vessels, manned by .2,118 men, and of the value of 
866,2201. Of the latter 207 were steam trawlers, manned by 1,755 
men, and valued at 783,440]. The total catch of fish in 1899 
amounted to 5,145,000 cwts. (excluding shell fish), as compared 
with 6,557,800 ewts. in 1898; the value in 1899, including shell- 
fish, was 2,270, 5001., as against 1,957,000/. in 1898. 

The appendices to the Report comprise detailed reports and 
statistics from the various fishing stations and districts on different 
matters connected with the Scottish fishing industry. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE KLONDIKE GOLD FIELDS, 
YUKON DISTRICT, CANADA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of Mr. 
G. M. Dawson, C.M.G., Director of the Geological Survey of Canada, 
a copy of the Preliminary Report on the Klondike Gold Fields, 
Yukon District, Canada, by Mr. R. S. McConnell, B.A. Mr. 
Dawson states in an introductory notice that this Report by 
Mr. McConnell is based almost entirely on field work carried out by 
him in the summer of 1899, during which his whole time was 
devoted to an examination of the Klondike region, and is essenti- 
ally the Report prepared by him for inclusion in the Annual 
Summary Report of the Geological Survey Department of Canada, 
but in order to promptly meet the demand for information and to 
ensure it an extended circulation, it is now printed separately 
somewhat in advance of the issue of the Summary Report. 

Some account of the geology and conditions in the Klondike 
gold fields has been given in the Summary for 1898, but the 
present Report may be regarded as the first result of a systematic 
and moderately detailed scientific examination of the district. 

Annexed to the Report is a preliminary map compiled by 
Mr. J. F. E. Johnston, largely from surveys made by himself while 
assisting Mr. McConnell in the field. 

The Report states that the gold production of the Yukon 
District can only be given approximately, but the following figures 
for the last three years are probably nearly correct :-— 


1897 son 2,500,000 dols. 


It is also stated that, during the past season, very little work 
was done in the Yukon District outside the Klondike gold fields. 

The Report itself may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between 10.0 a.m. and 5.0 p.m. 


TRADING PLACES IN ORANGE FREE STATE. 


The following Government Notice has been taken from the 
‘Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette ” for 20th April, 1900. 

In accordance with the terms of Proclamation, No. 74, of the 
18th April,* His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to 
notify that the export of goods, wares, and merchandise shall be 
permitted, under the regulations in that behalf provided, to the 
following places in the territory known as the Orange Free State :— 
The towns and districts of Bloemfontein, Fauresmith, Phillipolis, 
Bethulie and Jacobsdal, and the field-cornetcy of Modder River in 
the district of Boshof. 


* Published on p. 308 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 17th May. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 

such persons as may be willing 
. Steel laminated springs. 

. Steel spiral, &c., springs. 
. Buffers, &c. 
. Iron covered goods wagons. 
. Heavy tank locomotives. 
6. Goods locomotives and tenders. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
Tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 29th May, 1900, for Nos. 1 to 3, on Wednesday, 
6th June, 1900,.for No. 4, and on Tuesday, 12th June, for Nos. 5 
and 6, after which times respectively no Tender will be received. 


Ck COD 


CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Enquiries trade received at the Canadian Government 
2 Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
relating to Trade. i formation may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries—A Glasgow firm ask for names of Canadian 
firms manufacturing wood dowels. 

Enquiry is made for a list of the principal pulp-making firms by 
a gentleman who contemplates starting an agency for the sale of 
Canadian wood pulp. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian correspondent enquires 
whether there is a market in the United Kingdom for potato 
starch, and desires to be placed in communication with houses 
likely to do business in that commodity. 

A manufacturer’s agent at St. John, New Brunswick, who 
claims to have a good connection in the maritime provinces of 
Canada, desires to represent British manufacturers of biscuits, 
pickles, jams and other food supplies. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of 
which Section further particulars may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries——A Liverpool house asks for names of Canadian 
shippers of tallow, grease, etc. 


A house in Malta desires addresses of Canadian exporters of 
hams, bacon, cheese, and produce. 
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A manufacturer's agent proceeding from England to South 
America, would be pleased to hear from Canadian manufacturers, 
&c., who may wish to have their goods introduced into those 
markets. 

A London importer asks to be placed in communication with 
Canadian makers of wood dowels. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian manufacturer asks for informa- 
tion as to possible openings in the United Kingdom market for 
bed spring frames. 

A Canadian manufacturer of wooden wheels of all kinds, rims, 
hubs, shafts, &c., wishes to be placed in communication with a few 
large importers, and has forwarded illustrated price lists, which , 
may be obtained upon application. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
The Official Gazette of British Guiana for 25th ult. contains the 
i following notice with regard to Tenders for a 
aamrtioes Coastal Steam Service for the Islands of 
Trinidad and Tobago :—— 

: Tenders are invited for the following steam 
services to commence on 10th February, 1901, and to extend over 
a period of five years. 

1. A steam service round the Island of Trinidad weekly. The 
steamer employed must not be of less burthen than 500 tons gross 
register. 

2. A weekly steam service round the Island of Tobago, pro- 
ceeding to Port of Spain twice each week, and, if required, calling 
at Toco once each week to connect with the service round Trinidad. 
The steamer employed must not be of less burthen than 300 tons 
gross register. 

3. Each steamer must be of a speed of not less than nine knots 
an hour. She must be fitted with accommodation for the carriage 
of passengers and mails, and special provision will have to be made 
for the safe custody of prisoners while on board. 

4, Conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Colonial Secretary. 

Sealed Tenders for this service marked “Coastal Steam Service” 
will be received at the Colonial Secretary’s Office, Trinidad, up to 
noon on the lst October, 1900. 

5. The contractor will be required to find security in the sum 
of 1,5001. for the due performance of the contract, and will be liable 
to forfeit to the Government a sum of 10/. per diem by way 
of liquidated damages. 

6. The Government does not bind itself to accept the lowest or 
any Tender. 
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RUSSIA. 


According to H.M. Commercial Agent in Russia, the 

“Commercial and Industrial Gazette” of St. 

Finnish Railwa: Petersburg states that the Finnish Railway Cen- 

YS: tral Administration has determined to employ 

acetylene as a means of lighting up the stations along the lines. 
Experiments are now being made at the station of Shuvalovo. 


H.M. Commercial Agent in Russia reports that, according to 
cultural the ‘‘ Kharkoff Gazette,” in several districts 

— t near Kharkoff associations of peasants are being 
— formed with the object of purchasing dearer 
agricultural implements, &c., such as threshing machines, &c., &c. 
The peasants are therefore requesting the Zemstvo to buy on their 
behalf machinery and implements on the deferred payment system. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has received a despatch 
te from H.M. Consul-General _at Christiania, 
i he stating that Tenders are invited by the Nor- 
State Railwa wegian State Railways, not later than 2.30 p.m. 
YS. on the 30th inst., for the supply of 88,900 
tons of locomotive coal. 
Such particulars as have been received, may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 
With reference to a notice on p. 254 of the “ Board of Trade 
etn Oe te Journal” for the 10th inst., a paragraph has 
PP « General been published in the “‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 
me _venera” the 15th inst. stating that the Tenders for 10,000 
—_ kilogs. of copper for the cruiser “General 
Liniers” at an upset price of 35,000 pesetas (about 1,090/.), may 
be sent in up to the 28th inst. ; 


ITALY. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a de- 
Tenders f spatch from H.M. Consul! at Genoa, stating that 
__enders tor Tenders are invited by the Italian Admiralty, 
Timber at Genoa. not later than the 2nd June, at 11 a.m., for the 
supply of maple, ash, nut, and elm woods, for the estimated total 
sum of 1,6451. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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BULGARIA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H. M. Agetit at Sophia, stating that Tenders 
Tenders for Cloth. are invited by the Bulgarian Government, 
not later than the 2nd June, for the supply of 
cloth for the Bulgarian army by private contract. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TURKEY. 


With reference to a paragraph on p. 314 of last week’s issue of the 
a “ Board of Trade Journal,” the following is the 

y text of the notice published in the Cretan 
Official Gazette on the construction and working of railways in 
Crete which has been received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul-General at Canea :— 

The Government of His Royal Highness the High Commissioner 
for Crete have decided to grant a concession for the construction 
and the working of the following railway lines :— 

(a) Canea, Alikianon, Platania, Castelli, Kissamo. 

(6) Canea, Suda, Rethymo. 

(c) Candia (Messara), Pyrghiotissa. 

(d) Rethymo, Milopotamo, Gharazon. 

(e) Candia, Pediada, Mirambello, Hierapetra and Candia, 

Gharazon. 

The concession will be granted subject to the peataiee, 
conditions 

Article 1.—The construction and the working will be at the 
expense and risks of the party obtaining the concession, and on 
no account will the Cretan Government be held responsible for 
any expenses whatsoever relative to the construction and working 
of the railway lines. 

Article 2.—The ground on which these railway lines will be laid 
will be expropriated according to the law of expropriation of the 
Cretan State, the cost of expropriation being borne by the 
concessionnaire. 

Article 3.—-The work must be started within six months, and 
be completed in three years from the date of the signature of the 
Convention. 

The length of line to be constructed yearly must exceed one- 
third of the length of the lines for which the concession has been 
granted. 

Article 4.--No work of any kind can be started until all the 
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following requisite plans have been submitted for the approval of 
the Councillor for the Interior, viz. :— 

(a) The ground plan of each line on a scale of 1/10,000. 

(b) The sectional plan of each line on a scale of 1/5,000 for the 
length and 1/1,000 for the height. 

At the foot of the sectional plan the following must be 
indicated :— 

1° The kilometric distances of the line from its starting point. 

2° The length and slope of all up and down gradients. 

3° The length of the straight portions and of the curves of the 
line together with their respective radii. 

(c) Transverse sections to be on a scale of metres *005. 

(d) A statement setting forth in detail all the proposed works 
from the technical and financial point of view, as well as the other 
requisite plans. 

Article 5.—The gauge will be one metre, and no curves will be 
permitted of less than 50 metres radius. There must be a straight 
section of line of at least 50 metres between two curves in opposite 
directions. 

The steepest gradient is not to exceed 25 centimetres in the 
metre (1 in 4). 

Article 6.—The duration of the concession of these lines will be 
for 50 years from the date of tho signature of the Convention, 

Article 7.--After the expiration of the concession, all the lines 
with their branches, that is to say, with all the rolling stock and 
fixed plant, will become the property of the Cretan State. The 
concessionnaire is bound to deliver the lines in good condition, as 
also all the rolling stock and fixed plant. 

Article 8.—During the last five years of the concession the 
Cretan Government will have the right to take all the receipts of 
the working of the lines, in order to keep them in good condition 
in case of negligence on the part of the concessionnaire. 

Article 9.—All the rolling stock and plant must be of very good 
quality and will be submitted for the approval of the Engineer of 
the Cretan Government before being put into use. 

Article 10.—The concessionnaire has the right, after the Conven- 
tion is signed, either to form a limited liability company, or to 
hand over the work to an already existing company. 

The company, thus formed, will be held responsible to the 
Cretan Government for all the obligations of the concessionnaire, 
as established by the Convention. 

Article 11.—The concessionnaire, before the signature of the 
Convention, will have to make a deposit with the Cretan 
Government of a sui of 30,000 frs. as a guarantee. This sum will 
revert to the Cretan Government in case the concessionnaire fails to 
form within three months, from the date of the signature, a 
company for the construction and the working of the lines. 


| 
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Article 12.—After the formation of the company, the latter will 
have to make a deposit with the Cretan Government of a sum of 
100,000 frs., which will be paid back, without interest, on the com- 
pletion of works estimated at a value of 100,000 frs. 

As soon as the deposit of 100,000 frs. has been made, the 
guarantee of 30,000 frs. will be returned to the concessionnaire. 

Article 13.—The deposit made by the company will revert to 
the Cretan Government if the company fail to carry out its 
undertakings to the State. 

Article ‘14.—In case the works remain unfinished they will be 
considered as the lawful property of the State, the company having 
no claim whatever to indemnification. 

Article 15.—In consideration of the outlay incurred, the company 
will be entitled to charge the following rates :— 


Quick trains. 
Per head and per kilometre— 
First-class passengers... cent. 15 
Second-class passengers ... » 10 
Children under three years of age tie free 
Dogs cent, 02 
Goods per ton and | per kilometre » 30 
Slow trains. 
Per ton and kilometre— 
Goods in packages _ dee .. cent. 15 
Per kilometre and per head— 
Oxen, cows, bulls, horses, mules and pack 
Calves and pigs... » 04 
Sheep, lambs and goats ... 


These are the principal clauses of the Convention. 

The Government in publishing them invites all intending 
competitors, on the above or on modified conditions, to submit 
their proposals within four months from date (10th March, 1900) 
to the Councillor for the Interior. 

The Government reserves the right of granting the concession 
to the person offering the most advantageous terms and the best 
guarantees for the proper execution of the work. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF SIBERIAN INDUSTRIES. 


The following information with regard to Siberian industries has 
been communicated to the Foreign Office by H.M. Commercial 
Agent at St. Petersburg: The ‘ Commercial and Industrial 
Gazette” of St. Petersburg, the daily organ of the Ministry of 
Finance, states that it is expected that, with the development of 
the Siberian railway, some start will be made in the manufacture 
of machinery in Siberia itself, and points out that, for two years 
now, the machinery and shipbuilding works of Mr. Shadrin have 
been doing good business at Blagovestchensk on the Amur. He 
has orders for six flat-bottomed steamers to be built this year for 
the Amur. The engines are being built in special workshops fitted 
up with everything necessary. At Tomsk the other day the first 
cast-iron and copper-foundry works were opened for foundry, 
smithy, and turning work, setting up and repairing machinery, 
engines, boilers, &c. At Cheliabinsk last year a Voronezh firm 
opened a machinery and engineering business near the railway line 
itself, in a specially constructed stone building and well fitted out 
in every respect. Besides carrying out orders for machinery in 
general, the speciality of the firm will be village agricultural 
implements, &c. Mr. Cooke remarks that Cheliabinsk, by its 
position as the chief point of junction of the European and Siberian 
railways, and of the Perm-Tiumen and Kottass lines, has a great 
future before it. Over 600,000 immigrants to Siberia have passed 
through this station since 1893. It has become a central export 
station in the Siberian grain trade, and in general a great transit 
depét for imports and exports between Siberia and Europe, and as 
regards tea and other commodities between China and Europe, 
considerable quantities of tea are arriving there by the Siberian 
railway route, mostly for the Ural and Volga districts. Last year 
special tea warehouses were erected at Cheliabinsk for the temporary 
storage of tea-cargoes under Tariffs arranged between the Siberian 
railway and the Customs authorities. The “Gazette” thinks that 
in the railway districts to the west of the Obi, and straight 
on to Cheliabinsk there are brilliant openings for tallow-boiling 
establishments, soap, candle, and other manufactories, as also for 
flour mills, and it knows of some beginnings in this direction 
already. 

The “Siberian Messenger,” somewhat in contrast with the 
above, states that the Nikolaieff iron works, near Irkutch, have 
been abandoned. The works are the only ones in Siberia, accord- 
ing to the “ Messenger,” which adds that there is a mass of ore, 
the demand for iron and the prices are enormous, but the business 
has failed owing to the reckless manner in which it was taken up. 
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GERMAN EXHIBITS AT THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 


A despatch, dated 15th inst., has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting a memo- 
randum relative to the German exhibits at the Paris Exhibition. 

The memorandum states that, in view of the extraordinary 
care that has been taken by the German Government in 
collecting and arranging the German exhibits for the Paris 
Exhibition, it is most desirable that the British public should 
carefully study them so as to obtain an accurate idea of the 
capabilities of the German industries at the present time. 
It will be remembered that the German Government voted 
no less a sum than 250,000]. to be spent on providing 
at Paris a satisfactory representation of the Empire’s industrial 
capacity. Great care was taken in organising local Committees to 
whom each article intended for exhibition at Paris had to be 
submitted and approved before being admitted actual to the 
German Section of the Exhibition. The result is that a very high 
standard of goods in all branches of trade are now on show; all 
inferior goods, not of first rate quality, obtair:d no admittance. 
Therefore the present exhibits truly represent the best that 
Germany produces; and, as at the Paris Exhibition for the first 
time the same kinds of products from different countries will be 
shown alongside one another, it is evident that a quite exceptional 
opportunity will now be afforded of making accurate comparisons 
of British and German similar products of all kinds. 

It is for these reasons that it would be well, could experts in the 
leading British trades be sent to Paris, to take advantage of this 
opportunity of thoroughly examining the best specimens of German 
handiwork. It would be time well spent for technical men in the 
textile. iron, shipping, and chemical trades, for instance, to closely 
study German exhibits affecting their branches of industry. 
Electrical and mechanical engineers would also profit by such work 
at Paris 

In the Prussian House of Deputies, in April, a resolution was 
unanimously passed that the Government should defray the cost 
of sending to the Paris Exhibition a certain number of technical 
workmen to report on various subjects of interest to German 
industry and agriculture. It is also hoped that funds may be 
provided by societies and private persons (employers) for the 
same purpose. ‘The Germans intend to utilise the opportunity of 
learning all they can about the production of other countries. 

It is reported that the American agricultural machinery, 
exhibited at Paris, will at the close of the Exhibition go to 
Moscow. In order to anticipate possible damage to German 
makers of machinery from the American Exhibition in Russia, the 
“Society of German Industrialists” is trying to organise a 
German Exhibition in several Russian towns during the present 
summer. This incident serves to show the value attached by the 
German exporters to a proper representation actually in the foreign 
country of the articles which it is hoped to sell there. 


. 
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THE FRENCH MERCANTILE MARINE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a Bill laid before the Chamber of Deputies in France by the 
French Government with regard to the French Mercantile Navy. 

The preamble to the Bill gives a short history of that navy, 
including the legal enactments for its benefit. The latest of these 
was the Law of 1893.—The following were the provisions of this 
law :— 

(1) Construction bounties increased from 60 to 65 francs per 
ton gross, and from 12 francs per 100 kilos, of machinery, &c., to 
15 francs. 

(2) No navigation bounties given to vessels built abroad. 

(3) Navigation bounties reckoned on gross instead of on net 
tonnage. ‘The rate is lowered so as to produce the same result as 
under the old law. 

(4) Navigation bounties for sailing ships raised from 1 fr. 50 c. 
to 1 fr. 70 c., decreasing annually 6 centimes per ton. 

(5) The additional bounty to ships built according to plans 
approved by Admiralty raised from 15 to 25 per cent. 

Figures are then given showing in a startling manner the decline 
of the French mercantile navy, in the face of the continued growth 
of English and German shipping, and the recommendations of the 
Commission which has been considering the whole question are 
thus stated :— 

Clause 1.—By way of compensation for the charges imposed on 
the mercantile marine for recruiting, and for the service of the 
Navy, every vessel, whatever its origin, which is built of iron or 
steel, and sails under the French flag, to receive a payment 
called bounty on management. 

For steamers, the bounty per day to be— 

; centimes per ton gross up to 2,000 tons. 
” ” ” 
3 “99 ” 4,000 ” 
2 » over 4,000 ,, 
The bounty for sailing vessels to be half that for steamers. 

The bounty to be paid until the vessel is 20 years old, to every 
vessel which received French registry before the expiry of the 
present law. 

Clause 2.—Bounties on navigation to be paid to every vessel 
built in France which is over 100 tons gross, is under 15 years old, 
and sails under the French flag. The bounty to be paid per ton 
gross per 1,000 miles, as follows :— 

Steamers 1 franc 70 c.for the first year, the rate decreasing until 
the 15th year, when the bounty is to cease. For vessels over 
4,000 tons gross the rate to be slightly lower. 

Sailing vessels 1 franc 70 c. for the first year, the rate decreasing 
annually. The bounty on navigation and the bounty on manage- 
ment: not to be cumulative; the higher only to be paid. 
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Clause 3.—Vessels in the home trade to receive the same 
management bounty as vessels in the foreign trade, {but only 
two-thirds of the navigation bounty. 

Clause 4.— Vessels which are not to receive either of the bounties 
to be :— 

(a) Vessels which receive French registry after Ist January, 
1899, and are more than 10 years old. 

(5) Fishing vessels, vessels receiving special subsidies and 
pleasure yachts. 

(c) Vessels in the protected trade and vessels making foreign 
voyages of less than 120 miles. 

(a) Vessels in the protected trade which do not do more than a 
certain amount of trade at foreign ports. 

Clause 5.—Shipowners engaging to maintain for five years a line 
of vessels on a route not served by subventioned vessels, may 
claim in lieu of the management and navigation bounties, a fixed 
annual payment corresponding to the average of the bounties they 
would be entitled to. 

Clause 6.—The law of 1893 as to bounties to remain applicable 
to iron and steel vessels, whose owners may so claim, and also to 
wooden vessels. 

Clause 7.—The law of 1893 to be prorogued for 20 years. 

Clause 8.—An old law which forfeited the registry of vessels 
which were repaired abroad to the extent of more than 6 francs per 
ton gross to be altered so that the amount is now 380 francs. 
The Government has adopted these recommendations with the 
following modifications :— 

1. In the case of large vessels the navigation bounty is to be 
paid on a slightly lower scale than that recommended by the Com- 
mission. 

2. In the case of sailing vessels the navigation bounty is to be 
considerably reduced for all vessels over 800 tons. 

3. In the case of sailing vessels the bounty on management is 
to be one-third that given to steamers, not one-half as proposed by 
the Commission. 

With these modifications the Government submit the proposals 
of the Commission to the French Chamber in the shape of a Bill. 

They state that the new Bill will entail an additional expense of 
2,800,000 francs (112,000/.) on the exchequer. 


4 $$$ 
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THE BEET SUGAR INDUSTRY OF AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


A despatch dated 6th inst. has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador at Vienna, transmitting a memo- 
randum drawn up by the Commercial Attaché to the Embassy, on 
the beet sugar industry in Austria-Hungary during the season 
1899-1900. 

The memorandum states that the total quantity of raw sugar 

roduced is estimated this year at 1,100,000 tons, as compared 
with 1,041,700 tons during the season 1898-1899. This output is 
one of the biggest that Austria-Hungary has ever known. 

During the last ‘‘ campagne,” that is, from 1st of August, 1898, 
to the 3lst of July, 1899, 14,056,814 fl. were paid in export 
bounties, of which on account of the contingent of 9,000,000 fi. 
5,056,814 fl. had to be refunded to the Government. The actual 
bounties received by the manufacturers were thereby reduced from 
1.60 fl. to 1.28 per 100 kilos. on raw sugar, and from 
2.30 fl. to 1.77 per 100 kilos. on refined sugar. As the present 
“campagne” will be characterised by a still more active export 
than that of the preceding year the amount to be refunded by the 
manufacturers will be proportionately increased, and the net 
bounties will in consequence be still smaller than those received 
last year. 

The fears at first entertained by sugar producers in Austria- 
Hungary that the introduction of countervailing duties in India 
would exercise a prejudicial influence on the exportation of beet 
sugar from the dual monarchy to the Indian market have, so far, 
proved entirely groundless. The exportation of sugar from Austria- 
Hungary to India is even brisker to-day than it was before the 
countervailing duties were introduced. The result of these duties 
has naturally been to raise the price of bounty-fed sugar imported 
into India; but, inasmuch as there is not sufficient cane sugar on 
the market to enable it to undersell the beet sugar, it is the 
consumer and not the producer who eventually pays the counter- 
vailing duty. 

In view of the relatively small world supply it seems certain 
that, at all events for the present, Austria-Hungary will have no 
difficulty in preserving the Indian market, and to this end the 
recent decision of the Indian Government to levy the counter- 
vailing duties provisionally until the definite net bounties for each 
preceding “campagne” are known, is of great assistance. This 
action on the part of the Indian Government has given 
considerable satisfaction in sugar industrial circles throughout the 
Dual Monarchy. 

In home consumption a slight decrease has to be recorded during 
the present “campagne.” ‘T'his fact is probably explained by the 
alteration in the excise tax, which in August last was raised from 
13 to 19 florins per 100 kilos. 

No improvements or innovations in the methods of manufacture 
have been made during the past year. 
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The “‘ Montevideo Times” publishes the following figures based 
on the returns issued by the Uruguayan Custom House, showing 


the value of the imports into and exports from Uruguay for the 
year 1899. ‘The figures for 1898 are added to the table for the 


purpose of comparison — 
Imports into Uruguay. 


— | 1898. 1899. 

| Dols. Dols. 
Beverages in general .. 2,666,000 | 2,349,000 
Comestibles, cereals and spices 4,848,000 4.787,000 
Tobacco and cigars... 212,000 224,000 
Soft goods and materials... 4,992,000 042 000 
Ready-made clothing ... 1,361,000 1,309, 000 
Baw material and machinery 6,411,000 | 6. 876 000 
Livestock ... 2,094,000 | 2,211,000 
Total... Dols| 24,784,000 25,552,000 

Exports from Uruguay. 

— 1898. 1899 

Dols. | Dols. 
Live stock = 337,000 260,000 
Slaughter-house products ...| 26,244,000 | 33,539,000 
Agricultural products... 3,316,000 | 2,355,000 
279,000 | 315,000 
Various . Sos 5,000 | 5,000 
Provisions for vessels .. = 96,000 100,000 
Total 30,277,000 | 36,574,000 


Note. —The dolar may be taken as equiv: © to 4x. 35d. 


The “ Montevideo Times” commenting on the above figures, 
notes that, compared with 1898, the imports increased in 1899 by 
767,428 dols., the exports increased by no less than 6,297,248 dols., 
and the total foreign commerce by 7,064,676 dols. 

The above comparison shows plainly that the large increase 
of 7,064,676 dols. in the total commerce is entirely due to the 
increase—more in value than in quantity—of the slaughter-house 
products. If these be separated, the rest shows a small decrease. 

The same journal also publishes some statistics from the Customs 
returns showing the value of the exports of wool and sheepskins 
from Uruguay in recent years. The following table shows the 

uantities and values of these goods exported in the years 
1894-99, inclusive :— 


q 
q 
q 
q 
‘ 
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Wool. | Sheepskins. 
Years, 
Quantity. Value. || Quantity. Value. 
Kilogs. Dols. Kilogs. Dols. 
1894... «-.| 89,157,000 9,061,000 | 6,631,000 1,269,000 
1895... -..| 50,765,000 | 10,252,000 || 6,921,000 1,107,000 
1896... 42,850,000 | 10,284,000 || 8,115,000 | 1,339,000 
1897... 51,678,000 | 12,403,000 | 7,318,000 | 1,244,000 
1898... -| 41,012,000 | 10,716,000 | 7,981,000 1,475,000 
1899.. 39,315,000 | 14,272.000 | 6,525,000 1,957,000 


With regard to wool 


, there was a steady increase in the exporta- 


tion from 1890 to 1895, but since then the figures have been 
unsteady. It is noteworthy that practically the same quantity 
exported produced 9 million dollars in 1894 and 14 millions in 1899. 

The principal customers for wool and sheepskins have been 
France and Belgium, although in recent years Germany has also 
been buying in steadily increasing quantities, ranging from 1,858 
metric tons in 1890 to 11,839 metric tons in 1899. France takes 
from 70 to 80 per cent. of the sheepskins exported. In recent 
years Argentina—that is to say, Buenos Ayres—has figured as 
a large purchaser, perhaps the largest, of wool, but this is naturally 
for re-exportation, and there is no means of ascertaining the 
countries to which the wool is destined. 

The following table shows the countries of destination for the 
exports of wool and sheepskins from Uruguay in the year 1899 :— 


Wool. | Sheepskins. 
T 
™ Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
Kilogs. Dols. Kilogs. Dols. 
Argentina ... «| 10,134,000 4,049,000 540,000 154,000 
Germany -| 10,839,000 3,455,000 222,000 74,000 
France 8,979,000 3,027,000 5,573,000 1,672,000 
Belgium... 6,880,000 2,649,000 
United Kingdom ... 1,723,000 737,000 40,000 11,000 
Ttaly... 678,000 325,000 139,000 43,000 
Brazil 48,000 14,000 1,000 
United States 27,000 13,000 6,000 2,000 
Spain 4,000 2,000 25 * 
Portugal 1,000 
Total .| 39,314,000 | 14,272,000 
* Less than 500. 


In a despatch, dated 11th ult., received at the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Minister at Montevideo, it is stated that, up to the end 
of last year, most exceptionally good prices ruled, and profits were 
considerable, but of late there has been a decided reaction and 
prices have fallen. 

The consequence of this state of things is that the Montevideo 
warehouses are full of unsold wool which local buyers took from 
the producers at a high price and held in hopes of a further rise. 
At the present moment they can only realise at a loss. 
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THE WOOLLEN INDUSTRY OF ROUBAIX AND 
TOURCOING. 


H.M. Consul at Calais reports that the production of combed 
wool in the district of Roubaix and Tourcoing is of great import- 
ance. 

For many years all the Australian and River Plate raw wools 
used in the district were bought, the former at the London sales, 
the latter at Havre, Antwerp, Bordeaux, &. All this is now 
changed, direct imports are the order of the day, most of the prin- 
cipal makers send out buyers to Australia, Buenos Ayres, and 
Montevideo, and those firms who have not a big enough turn-over 
‘to do so commission the larger houses to buy for them. 

The district not only furnishes “tops” for large local requirements 
but sells to nearly every country in the world. The following 
quantities passed through the testing-houses (Conditionnements 
Publics) during the last 10 years :— ; 


Year. Quantity. 
Tons. 
34,642 
50,777 


These quantities do not include combed wool produced for their 
own use by manufacturers having combing plant, but represent 
mainly the production of local commission wool combers. 

It is noteworthy that hardly any “tops” are bought and sold 
here without going through one of the public testing-houses to fix 
the condition on which the invoices are based. 

The relative importance of this district is seen by comparing 
the above figures with those of the whole quantities passed by the 
five large testing-houses of the country, Roubaix, Tourcoing, Reims, 
Fourmies, and Amiens, which amounted in 1897 to 56,189 tons, 
63,588 tons in 1898, and 75,305 tons in 1899. 

The year saw a remarkable and continuous rise in prices, both 
of raw and combed wool; it had commenced in 1898, but sur- 
passed all expectations in 1899. 

The average price of a bale of Australian wool was 121. at the 
end of 1898, and 191. by the end of 1899. At the Terminal Market 
quotations for combed wool were 3 f. 90 c. per kilog., at the end 
ef 1897, while 1898 saw them at 4 fr. 80 c., and by the end of 
1899 the price was 6 fr. 70 c. 


| 
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The reasons for such rises in prices were clearly explained in 
the annual report on wool for 1899, published by Messrs. Helmuth, 
Schwartze & Co., the London brokers, recording a complete revolu- 
tion in the value of wool, a jump in various qualities of 35 to 60 
per cent., and in fine wools, since 1895, a rise of 100 per cent., but 
a very much smaller increase in cross-bred classes. All this is 
attributed to the great decreasein production of fine wool since 1895, 
low prices for merinos during the past decade having led to 
increased cross-breeding in Australia, and still more in the River 
Plate, to secure additional profit from the meat trade, while an 
unparalleled series of droughts in the course of four years re- 
duced the number of sheep in Australia by 21,000,000. The 
proportion of cross-bred sheep rose from 17-2 per cent. in 1889, to 
45°6 per cent. in 1899. 

The Roubaix-Tourcoing Terminal Market was started in 1889. 
Opinions are divided as to its practical usefulness, and a few years 
ago a determined but unsuccessful effort was made to do away with 
it. It may be considered chiefly speculative, with many transactions 
on paper rather than genuine business ones, as will be seen by 
comparing the previous figures of the amounts passed through the 
testing-houses with the following statement for the past decade of 
transactions of the Marché a Terme :—For 1890, 49,355 tons; next 
year, 23,745 tons ; continuing, 30,190 tons, 30,380 tons, 53,480 
tons, 37,575 tons, 38,250 tons, 21,900 tons, 23,790 tons, to 41,785 
tons in 1899. This market has, however, enjoyed great success 
during the first part of the current year, and has had for the 
first time a direct influence on the other wool markets of the 
world. 

A remarkable change for the worse is reported to have been 
recently brought about by speculative operations on this Market, 
which, when most of the wool in the colonies and South America 
had been sold at very high rates, and both manufacturers and top- 
makers might have hoped to enjoyed another successful year, 
brought down prices so considerably as to affect them elsewhere, 
and so shake confidence that very little business is being done, 
and no more commissions are coming in. But it is hoped that the 
really healthy condition of trade will get the better of this specu- 
lative movement. 


RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION IN GREECE. 


A report of the French Minister at Athens, published in the 
“Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” for 26th April, gives an 
interesting review of the railway systems of Greece. The first line 
constructed in the kingdom was that from the Pireeus to Athens, 
about six miles long, which was opened in 1869, and extended by 
means of a tunnel to the Place de la Concorde in Athens, in 1894. 
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There are now about 600 miles of railway in Greece belonging to 
four companies ; the Attica Railway Company, the Piraeus-Athens- 
Peloponnesus, the Thessalian Railway Company, and the North- 
West Railway Company. The former Southern Greece Railway 
Construction Company has become merged in the Peloponnesus 
Company. The Attica Railway Company, about 46 miles long, 
including the branch to Kephissia, connects Athens with Laurium, 
an important mining and metallurgical centre. The Piraeus- 
Athens-Peloponnesus is the most important line in Greece; it owned 
in 1898 412 miles of line, and since then the length of line has 
been increased by 10 miles, the last section of the Myli-Kalamata 
line having been opened last November. In 1898 the receipts of 
this company were 4,620,269 drach., and the expenditure 
2,964,740 drach. The line worked by the Thessalian Company is 
137 miles long ; its receipts in 1898 amounted to 2,099,010 drach., 
and its expenditure to 944,848 drach. 

A line was projected about ten years ago to connect 
the Pirzeus with Larissa, but the matter fell through; now, 
however, according to the “ Levant Herald” of 3rd April, 1900, an 
Anglo-French syndicate has undertaken the construction of this 
railway. The line will at present go as far as Demerli, and will 
not be extended to the frontier until the Turkish and Hellenic 
Governments agree about the point where their systems should 
meet. The length of the line to Larissa is 342 kiloms., i.e., Pireeus- 
Thebes, 81 kiloms. ; Thebes-Livadia, 35 kiloms. ; Livadia-Lamia, 104 
kilos.; Lamia-Orphana, 88 kiloms.; and Orphana-Larissa, 34 kiloms. 
The total cost of construction is estimated at 1,400,0001. 

The importance of the new line to the country, is unmistakable. 
Besides facilitating the development of Continental Greece, it will 
promote the influxof tourists to the country, many of whom were kept 
back by the long sea voyage. It will also probably divert a 
portion of the transit trade through Italy, for the Piraeus will now 
become the nearest port to Port Said, the distance between the 
Pirzeus and Port Said being 600 miles shorter than from Brindisi 
to the latter port. 

Considerable activity is at present displayed in railway develop- 
ment in Greece. The Pirzeus-Larissa convention has been followed 
by that for the Pyrgos-Meligala line, which the Peloponnesus 
Railway Company has undertaken to construct. This line is only 
50 kiloms. in length, but it presents engineering works of con- 
siderable difficulty. A third convention, for the extension of the 
Thessalian Railways to Mount Pelion, is about to be signed, or has 
already been signed ; and a fourth from Kalavryta to Megalopolis 
is contemplated. Of the two last mentioned, the former will 
traverse the most picturesque district in Greece, which, it may 
safely be predicted, will become a favourite summer resort, while 
the latter will complete the network of railways in the Morea. 
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MINING REGULATIONS IN CEYLON. 


With reference to a notice on p. 177 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 26th ult., a copy of the following rules regulating 
the grant of licenses to explore and prospect for minerals and the 
grant of leases of mines and’minerals in Ceylon has been received 
at the Board of Trade from the Colonial Office :— 

No such license or lease can be granted otherwise than in 
accordance with these rules, except with the previous sanction of 
the Governor in Executive Council. 


In these rules— 
“Government Agent” means the Revenue Officer in charge of 


the Province. 

“ Minerals” include plumbago, talc, gold, silver, copper, iron, 
tin, lead, and other metals and the ores thereof. 

“Persons” includes any persons, syndicate, partnership, or 
company. 

A license or lease under these rules may be granted to any 
person; in case of the death of the person or any of the persons 
to whom it is granted it shall enure for the benefit of his legal 
representative. 

Exploring Licenses.—1. A license to explore Crown lands for 
minerals, called hereinafter an exploring license, will authorise the 
licensee to search the surface of the land specified in the license 
for minerals of every description, and, subject to such restrictions 
as the Government Agent may from time to time impose, to 
remove any specimens or samples found by the licensee in or upon 
such land. 

2. Such license shall not authorise the licensee to enter upon 


any land in the occupation of any person without the consent of 
the occupier. 

3. Such license cannot be assigned, nor can any right or interest 
thereunder be transferred, without the assent of the Government 
Agent. 

4. Such license shall not authorise the licensee to mine or 
quarry, but he may turn up to such depth as the Government Agent 
may sanction, and subject to such conditions as he may impose, the 
surface of unoccupied land, or with the consent of the occupier 
that of occupied land. 

5. Such license may be granted by the Government Agent and 
under such rules as the Governor may prescribe. 

6. Every such license shall run for one year, but may be renewed 
for a further similar term by the Government Agent, and there 
shall be paid for each license or a renewal such fee, not exceeding 
10 rupees, as the Government may prescribe. 

7. A royalty shall be payable to Government on the value of all 
precious stones found and removed by a licensee. Such royalty 
shall be at such rate, not exceeding 15 per cent., as shall be 
fixed by the license. Neglect to report the discovery of any such 
stone within a reasonable time shall involve the forfeiture of the 
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license, and of all claim to have an application for a mining or 
prospecting lease favourably considered. 

8. Such license shall give no exclusive or preferential rights, but 
in considering rival claims for a prospecting license or mining lease 
due regard will be had to operations conducted under cover of an 
exploring license. 

Prospecting Licenses—9. (1) A license to prospect for minerals, 
called hereinafter a prospecting license, shall confer on the licensee 
the sole right, subject to the conditions contained in the license, to 
mine, quarry, bore, dig, and search for, win, work and carry away 
any mineral specified in the license, and lying or being within, 
under, or throughout the land specified i in the license. 

(2) A prospecting license shall only be granted with respect to 
Crown land, and shall apply only to the area described in the 
license. 

10. No prospecting license shall be granted except to a person 
approved by the Governor, and such person shall, before the license 
is granted, deposit as security in respect of each license such sum, 
not being less than 1,000 rupees, as the Government Agent 
may determine, or give security to the like amount to the satisfac- 
tion of the Government Agent, subject to such deduction on 
account of compensation for surface damage or otherwise as the 
Government Agent may order. The amount of any deposit made 
under this rule, should the depositor afterwards become the lessee 
of any mining lease, will be carried to his credit as part of the 
rents and royalties payable under his lease, and should he decline 
or fail to obtain any such lease as aforesaid will be returned 
to him. 

11. (1) Every application for a prospecting license shall, unless 
the Governor, in any case otherwise direct, be made to the Govern- 
ment Agent of the Province in which the land or some part of the 
land with respect to which the license is required is situate. 
Applications shall be considered in order of priority. 

(2) Every such application shall contain the following par- 
ticulars, namely :— 

(a) The name, residence, and profession of the applicant ; 

(b) A description, as accurate as possible, and illustrated by a 
rough sketch, of the situation, boundaries, and area of the land 
with respect to which the license is required ; and 

(c) A specification of the mines or minerals for which the appli- 
cant desires to prospect. 

(3) Every application shall be accompanied by a certificate that 
the applicant has been approved by the Governor, under the signa- 
ture of the Colonial Secretary or of one of his assistants. 

12. On receipt of any such application the Government Agent 
shall, as soon as practicable, inquire whether the grant of the 
license applied for is inexpedient, either on the ground that the 
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land described in the application is required for a public purpose, 
or otherwise. 

13. (1) Should the Government Agent be of opinion that it is 
not expedient to grant the license, or should he find that the 
licensee has not been approved by the Governor, he shall refuse to 

ant the license, and shall forthwith report the matter, through 
the Colonial Secretary, to the Governor, who may pass such orders 
as he may think fit. 

(2) Subject to the control of the Governor, with the advice of 
the Executive Council, the Government Agent, if he finds that 
there is no objection to the grant of the license applied for, and if 
the applicant has been approved by the Governor, may grant the 
applicant a license in such form as may be prescribed, and shall 
report the matter to the Colonial Secretary. 

14. A register of applications for prospecting licenses shall be 
kept in the Government Agent’s Office, specifying— 

(a) Name of applicant ; 

(b) Date ; 

(c) Residence of applicant ; 

(d) Situation of the land ; 

(e) Boundaries ; 

(f) Estimated area ; 

(g) Date of certificate of approval of applicant by the Governor ; 

(h) Date of license ; 

(‘{} Rent and royalty payable ; and 

(j) Period for which granted. 

15. Every prospecting license shall contain such conditions as 
may in any particular case seem necessary, and shall in all cases 
contain the following conditions :— 

(1) The terms for which the license shall be granted shall be one 
year or such shorter term as the applicant may desire. The license 
may be renewed by the Government Agent for a further term not 
exceeding two years, whenever he is satisfied that the licensee has 
been prevented from completing his search of the land by any cause 
other than his own default. 

(2) A moderate rent not exceeding one rupee per acre shall be 
paid for the land covered by the license. 

(3) The licensee shall pay a royalty at a rate not oe 
15 per cent. on the value of all precious stones won and carrie 
away, and a royalty at the rate of 10 per cent. on the value of all 
plumbago won and carried away, and a royalty not exceeding 
20 per cent. of the value thereof as the Governor may deter- 
mine in respect of all other minerals won and carried away over 
and above such quantity as the Government Agent, subject to the 
orders of the Governor, may allow to be taken free for the purposes 
of experiment. é 

(4) No land in the occupation of any person shall be entered 
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upor without the consent of the occupier, and no trees, standing 
crops, or other private property shall be cut or in any way injured 
without the consent of the owner thereof. 

(5) The licensee shall make and pay reasonable satisfaction and 
compensation for all injury which may be done by him in the 
exercise of the power granted by the license, and shall indemnify 
the Government against all claims which shall be made by third 
parties in respect of any such damage or injury. 

(6) The licensee shall not cut or injure any tree on unoccupied 
land without the permission of the Government Agent in writing. 

(7) Such license cannot be assigned, nor can any right or interest 
thereunder be transferred, without the consent of the Governor. 

(8) In case of any breach on the part of the licensee of any of 
the five preceding clauses, the Government Agent may summarily 
revoke the license, and thereupon all right conferred thereby or 
enjoyed thereunder shall cease. 

(9) The licensee shall, within six months next after the 


determination of the license or the date of the abandonment of | 


the undertaking, whichever shall first occur, securely plug any 
bores and fill up or fence any shafts, holes, or excavations that 
he may have made in the land to such extent as the Government 
Agent may require, and shall to the like extent restore the surface 
of the land and all buildings thereon which he may have damaged 
in the course of prospecting. 

(10) Should any question of dispute arise regarding the license 
or any matter or thing connected therewith, or the powers of the 
licensee thereunder, or the amount or payment of the rent or 
royalty made payable thereby, the matter in difference shall be 
decided by the Governor, and his decision shall be final. 

16. On or before the determination of his license the licensee 
shall have a right, subject to the rules hereinafter contained :— 

(a) In the case of minerals other than precious stones, to a 
mining lease in accordance with the terms contained in rules for 
mining leases. 

(b) In the case of precious stones, to the first offer of such 
mining lease as the Governor may think fit to grant. 

Such lease may include so much land, whether comprising the 
whole or a part only of the area for which the prospecting license 
was granted, as shall not exceed the area specified with respect to 
mining leases. 

Mining Leases.—17, (1) Every application for the grant of a 
mining lease shall be presented to the Government Agent in whose 
Province the land or some part of the land with respect to which 
the lease is applied for is situate. The Government Agent shall 
forward the application through the Colonial Secretary to the 
Governor. The Governor may, by general or special order, require 
a deposit of money not exceeding 1,000 rupees to be made 
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by the applicant in any case or class of cases before the application 
is taken into consideration. 

(2) No mining lease shall be granted otherwise than with 
respect to Crown lands. 

18. Every application for a mining lease shall contain— 

(a) The name, residence, and profession of the applicant. 

(b) The name of the mineral or minerals for which the applicant 
intends to mine. 

(c) A map of the area over which the proposed lease is to extend. 

19. On receipt of any such application the Governor may, if the 
applicant is entitled to a lease under rule 16, or if the Governor, 
with the like advice, considers that the applicant should be granted 
a mining lease, grant the same in accordance with these rules over 
such one or more blocks, each exceeding 10 acres in extent and 
not exceeding 100 acres in extent, as the Governor may think fit. 

Provided that no mining lease shall be granted by the Governor 
under these rules so as to cause the total area held under mining 
leases by the lessee, or by those joint in interest with him, to 
exceed 500 acres. 

No such lease shall be executed until it has been approved by 
the Attorney-General or some officer of his Department. 

20. Without the previous sanction of the Governor the length 
of a block shall not be allowed to exceed four times its breadth. 

21. The term for which a mining lease may be granted shall not 
exceed 30 years, and no covenant for renewal may be inserted 
in the lease without the sanction of the Governor. 

22. Every such lease shall contain such conditions and stipula- 
tions as the Governor may in each case consider necessary ; but in 
every case shall contain the following conditions, namely :— 

(1) The lessee shall pay a royalty at the rate specified in the 
lease, which rate shall be in the case of plumbago 10 per cent., on 
plumbago of Rs. 300 a ton and upwards in value, a royalty of five 
per cent. on all plumbago below Rs. 300 a ton in value, and 
in the case of other minerals not exceeding 20 per cent. of the 
value thereof, as the Governor may determine, until a mining lease 
has been obtained in respect of such minerals; but the lessee 
shall be entitled to require and obtain such lease for the term 
then unexpired of his original prospecting license upon the terms 
mentioned in rule 16. ; 

(2) The lessee shall also pay for every year a rent at the rate of 
Rs 100 per acre, provided that no lessee shall pay both royalty and 
rent in respect of the same lease, but only such one of them as 
may be of the greater amount. 

(3) The lessee shall also pay for all land which he may be 
permitted by the Governor to take up, use, or occupy for building 
stores, machinery, &c., but not for mining purposes, a yearly rent 
not exceeding Rs. 10 per acre. 
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(4) The lessee shall at his own expense erect and at all times 
maintain and keep in repair boundary marks and pillars according 
to the demarcation to be shown in a plan annexed to the lease. 

(5) The lessee shall make and pay reasonable satisfaction and 
compensation for all injury which may be done by him in exercise 
of the powers granted by the lease, and shall indemnify Govern- 
ment against all claims which may be made by third parties in 
respect of any such injury. 

: (6) The lessee. shall not cut or injure any tree reserved in the 
ease. 

(7) Neither the lessee nor any person claiming through or under 
him shal] assign the lease, or transfer any right or interest there- 
under, or underlet the whole or any portion of the premises 
comprised in such lease, without the consent of the Governor first 
had ‘and obtained. ; 

(8) The lessee shall commence operations within one year from 
the date of the execution of the lease, and shall thereafter carry 
them on effectively in a proper, skilful, and mining-like manner, 
unless prevented by unavoidable cause. 

(9) The lessee shall keep correct accounts showing the quantity 
and particulars of all minerals obtained from the mine and the 
number of persons employed therein, and also complete plans of 
the mine, which shall be kept up to within six months of date, 
and shall allow any officer authorised by the Governor in that 
behalf at any time to examine such accounts and plans, and shall 
furnish the Government Agent with such information and returns 
in respect of the aforesaid matter as the Governor may prescribe. 

(10) The lessee shall allow any officer authorised by the Governor 
in that behalf to enter upon the premises comprised in the lease 
for the purpose of inspecting the same. 

(11) The lessee shall without delay send to the Government 
Agent a report of any accident which may occur at or in the said 
premises, and also the finding thereon of any minerals not specified 
in the lease. 

(12) Should the rent reserved or made payable by the lease be 
not paid within two months next after the date fixed in the lease 
for the payment of the same, or should the royalty be not paid 
within two months after the date of the determination of assess- 
ment, the Government Agent may enter upon the said premises 
and distrain all or any of the minerals or movable property 
therein, and may carry away or detain them until the rent or 
royalty due and all costs and expenses occasioned by the non- 
payment thereof shall be fully paid; and if any royalty or rent 
remain at any time unpaid for six calendar months after the date 
on which it is due, the Governor may determine the lease, and the 
Government Agent may take possession of the premises comprised 
therein. 
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(13) In case of any breach on the part of the lessee of any 
covenant or conditions contained in the lease, the Governor may 
determine the lease, and the Government Agent may take possession 
of the said premises. 

(14) At the end, or sooner determination, of the lease the lessee 
shall deliver up the several premises and all mines (if any) dug 
therein in a proper and workmanlike state, save in respect of any 
working which the Governor may have sanctioned abandonment. 

(15) Should any question or dispute arise regarding the lease or 
any matter or thing connected with the mines and minerals leased, 
or the working or non-working thereof, or the amount or payment 
of the royalty, or the rent reserved or made payable by the lease, 
the matter in difference shall be decided by the Governor, and his 
decision shall be final. 

General Provisions as to Licenses and Leases.—23. Should the 
applicant for a prospecting license or mining lease desire the 
Government Agent to prepare for him the sketch required by 
rule 11 (2) (0), or the map required by rule 18 (c), or should the 
sketch or map presented by the applicant be insufficient, the 
Government Agent may prepare the sketch or map required, 
and may, if he so order, recover the cost from the applicant at a 
rate not exceeding Rs. 2°50 per acre. If the Government has 
prepared a map of a tract of country specially for the convenience 
of intending applicants for licenses and leases under these rules, 
and if any applicant makes use of such map for the sketch or map 
aforesaid, it will be open to the Government to recover as above 
such share of the cost of preparing the map as it may consider to 
be equitably due from such applicant. 

24. If a license or lease is not executed within six months after 
leave has been granted for it, the right of the applicant to such 
license or lease shall be held to have lapsed, unless the Governor 
yd special reasons consent to grant the same notwithstanding the 

elay. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


CAPE COLONY. 


A copy of a telegram has been received at the Board of Trade, 
Prohibition of | through the Agent-General for Cape Colony, 
Importation of Teporting that from the 11th June next the 
Cattle from the importation of cattle into the Colony from 

Argentine the Argentine Republic and Uruguay will be 
Republic and -—~Prohibited on account of an outbreak of foot- 
Uruguay. and-mouth disease. 


BULGARIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

copy of a despatch from H.M. Representative at 

Sofa, that a law passed the 

wai Bulgarian Sobranjé by which the former Octroi 

and Cart Dues have been abolished, and certain Communal Taxes 

substituted therefor. The following is a translation of the 

principal provisions of the new Law which was to come into force 

on the 20th January (1st February) last, except in so far as it relates 

to manufactured tobacco, the provisions in regard to which were 
to come into force on the Ist (13th) January last :— 


Chapter I. 


Article 1.—The indirect communal taxes—cart and octroi dues— 
shall be replaced by the following communal taxes :— 


(A) Duties leviable on native and foreign gocds. 


Article. | Unit. Duty. 


F rs, Cts 
Alcohol, raki, rum, and cognac .--|Per litreand perde-| 0 
gree of the Gay- 
Lussac alcoholo- 
meter at a normal 
temperature of 15 
degrees Celsius (12 
degrees Réaumur) 
Alcohol for fuel, lighting, or industrial purposes, — Free. 
rendered unfit for consumption. 
Beer, in casks or bottles = oo sn reo Litre 0 04 
Wine, in casks . ss 0 04 
Sugar and sweet. stuffs, such | as lokum, preserves. Kilog. 0 04 
sweets, and other sweetened goods. 
Cut tobacco, cigars, — and snuff :— 
Extra quality... 1 00 
Third 0 10 
Snuff (to "be regarded a ‘as tobacco of ‘second . 0 30 
quality). 


| 

| 
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(B) Duties leviable on foreign goods only. 


Article. Dnit. Duty. 
Frs. Cts. 
Wine of every kind in sealed bottles — ...| Bottle of litre. 0 50 
Liqueurs, rum, cognac, absinthe, vermouth, bitters, ” 0 30 
curacoa, vanilla, vodka, &c., in sealed bottles. 
Coffee and chicory... Kilog. 0 16 
Tea, in packets and boxes... 0 80 
Maccaroni, vermicelli, unsweetened biscuits (in ‘i 0 08 
barrels or boxes), Italian paste, starch flour, 
starch, sago, soap, pearl barley, lemons, oranges, 
pomegranates, raisins, figs, dates, almonds, pis- 
tachio nuts, olive oil, sesame oil, aniseed and 
caraway seed. 
Olives and roasted chickpeas 0 Of 
Black caviar and fish roe 0 80 
Oysters, cuttle fish, pikes’ caviar, pickled fish, dried ee 0 16 
and smoked fish.. 
Cheese (Swiss, Dutch, and the like) — me re 0 32 
Foreign goods, not specified above ... és se ad valorem. 2 per cent. 


Article 2.—The taxes on such native goods as are specified 
under Article 1, Section (A), with the exception of wine and raki, 
shall be collected at the factories by the officers of the State; the 
taxes on foreign goods shall be collected at the Custom Houses. 

Alcohol already deposited in public or private warehouses shall 
be taxed in accordance with the present Law if removed to any 
Commune other than that in which the warehouse is situated, even 
if it has already paid octroi duty at the place of deposit ; and the 
quantity of such alcohol and the manner of collecting the duty 
thereon shall be determined by the Ministry of Finance. 

Article 3.—Manufacturers of alcohol shall pay the duty thereon 
within four months from the day on which it leaves the factory. 
The amount for which credit is thus given must, however, be 
guaranteed by the persons profiting thereby in the manner 
prescribed by law. 

Article 4,—Native wines and rakis shall pay, in addition to the 
octroi duty, the communal tax on the following scale :— 


Frs, Cts. 

Vineyards of the first class, per decare ... ae oe 

fifth eit 


Note.—Vineyards planted with American vines shall be exempted 
from this tax during a period of five years from the date of 
planting. 


} 
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Article 5.—The communal tax on vineyards shall be collected by 
the tax collectors simultaneously with the land tax. The town 
taxes supplementary to the land tax on vineyards are abolished. 


Chapter II. of the Law relates to the collection and distribution 
of the receipts resulting from the above-mentioned taxes, and 
Chapter III. is concerned with their administration and super- 
vision. 


UNITED STATES. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
of the Customs Tariff and Customs Regulations 
Customs Decisions. of the United States, which have recently been 
published by the Treasury Department at 


Washington for the guidance of United States Customs officers :— 


Boarding of vessels arriving at seaports of the United States.— 
; TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 4th April, 1900. 
To collectors of Customs and others :— 

The following Act of Congress, approved 3lst March, 1900, 
‘concerning the boarding of vessels, is published for the information 
of persons concerned : 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorised and 
“directed to prescribe from time to time and enforce regulations 
“ governing the boarding of vessels arriving at the seaports of the 
“ United States, before such vessels have been properly inspected 
* and placed in security, and for that purpose to employ any of 
“ the officers of that Department. 

“ Section 2.—That each person violating such regulations shall 
“ be subject to a penalty of not more than 100 dols. or imprison- 
“ ment not to exceed six months, or both, in the discretion of the 
** court. 

“ Section 3.—That this Act shall be construed as supplementary 
“to Section 9 of Chapter 374 of the Statutes of 1882, and 
* Section 4,606 of the Revised Statutes. 

“Section 4.—That this Act shall take effect 30 days after its 
passage.” 

Regulations upon the subject are stated to have been under 
consideration, and were to be promulgated before the date on 
which the Act was to take effect. 


Tennis jackets.—Tennis jackets, of which the component material 
of chief value is cotton, but which contain a small percentage of 
wool, are dutiable under paragraph 370 of the Tariff, as wearing 
apparel composed in part of wool. 
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Regulations relative to the importation and inspection of tea.— 
These regulations have been compiled in accordance with the Act, 
approved 2nd March, 1897, “ to prevent the importation of impure 
and unwholesome teas.” The text of the Act and the Regulations 
can be consulted at the Intelligence Branch of the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 49 and 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., on any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Oreolin—Medicinal preparations.—(1) Creolin is a product ot 
preparation of coal tar, not a colour or dye, and is used chiefly, if 
not exclusively, by physicians and surgeons in their profession 
as a germicide, antiseptic, or otherwise medicinally as a cure or 
remedy for diseases or affections of the human or animal body, or 
as a preventive thereof. Being ‘ medicinal,” it is expressly 
excluded from the provisions of paragraph 15 of the Tariff, and as 
a chemical compound is dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. ad 


valorem under paragraph 8, if not as a medicinal preparation under 
paragraph 68, 

(2) Antiseptics, germicides, and disinfectants, being used chiefly, 
if not exclusively—internally or externally —to destroy, or to arrest 
the growth of disease germs or putrefactive bacteria, are 
“medicinal preparations” within the common and _ professional 
understanding. 

Printed matter.—Sample books and pattern cards, with printed 
descriptive text, intended for general circulation for advertising 
purposes, are dutiable as “ printed matter” at the rate of 25 per 
cent ad valorem under paragraph 403 of the Tariff, and are not free 
of duty under the provision in paragraph 501 for ‘“ publications 
“issued for their subscribers or exchanges by scientific and 
“ literary associations or academies, or publications of individuals 
“ for gratuitous private circulation.” 

Junk—Old bottles.—Old bottles are not entitled to free entry as 
junk, but are dutiable under the provisions of paragraph 99 as 
bottles. The Tariff does not differentiate between new and old 
bottles, and such merchandise, when in form and condition to be 
used as bottles, is not to be considered as junk. 

Union table damask.—Union table damask composed of cotton 
and linen, cotton being the component material of chief value, is 
dutiable at the rate of 40 per cent. ad valorem as cotton damask 
under paragraph 321 of the Tariff. ; 

Engravers’ tools,—Engravers’ tools tipped with a small diamond 
chip at one end, commonly known as “ bort,” are not dutiable as 
precious stones, set, but as manufactures of metal at the rate of 


45 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 195 of the Tariff. 


Woven tuckings.—The term “tuckings” is not limited to mer- 
chandise wherein the tuck or pleat has been made by sewing, 
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but applies also to goods wherein the tuck or pleat has been made 
by weaving. Woven tuckings are accordingly dutiable as tuckings, 
at the rate of 60 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 339 of the 
Tariff. 


Silk mourning crapes——Woven fabrics in the piece, composed 
chiefly or wholly of silk, dyed in the piece, and which are known, 
commercially and popularly, as “mourning crapes,” and are 
designated as 4 by 4, 5 by 4, and as 6 by 4 crapes, are dutiable at 
the rate of 60 per cent. ad valorem under the provisions for 
“‘veilings ” and for “ trimmings ’’ in paragraph 390 of the Tariff. 

* Parchment paper.—Paper made from wood pulp, subjected only 
to the single process of immersion in an alkaline solution, and not 
commercially known as parchment paper, is dutiable as paper not 
specially provided for at 25 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 
402 of the Tariff, and not as parchment paper under paragraph 398. 


Philosophical instruments.—Analytical balances are held to be 
philosophical instruments and are entitled to entry free of duty 
under paragraph 638 of the Tariff. 


Export bounties on Belgiun sugars.—Sugars which may be shown 
by conclusive evidence to have been produced in Belgium before 
lst September, 1900, whatever may have been the date of their 
importation into the United States, will be subject to additional 
duties equal in amount to the bounties on such sugars as declared 
in United States Treasury Department’s Circular, No. 9 of 31st 
January last (see “Board of Trade Journal” for the 26th ult., pp. 
170, 171). 

Drawback on eaportations to Porto Rico, Cuba, and the Philippine 
Tslands.—It has been decided that Porto Rico is not a foreign 
country within the meaning of the Drawback Law, and that there- 
fore no refund of duty can be allowed on goods exported to that 
island. Goods exported to Cuba and the Philippine Islands are 
entitled to drawback. 

Tobacco shipped from Cuba to Porto Rico for manufacture into 
cigars and export to the United States.—Merchandise, destined for 
shipment to the United States, after manufacture in Porto Rico. 
cannot be imported into Porto Rico from Cuba free of duty under 
Section 15 of the Tariff Act of 24th July, 1897, authorising 
manufacture in bonded warehouses. Cigars of Porto Rican manu- 
facture, imported into the United States from that island on and 
after the 2nd inst., must pay an import duty equal to 15 per cent. 
of the duties imposed by the Tariff Act of 1897, and also be 
subject to a tax equal to the Internal Revenue Tax under Section 
3 of the Act of 12th April, 1900. 

Fancy buttons.—Fancy forms of metal and of glass, respectively, 
connected in pairs with metal chains or cords from about an inch 


| 
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to two inches long, intended to be worn on the back of women’s 
dress skirts, just below the waist, or otherwise, to hold parts of 
garments together; and articles of metal in imitation of gold or 
oxidised silver, set with imitation diamonds or other precious 
stones, or which are composed of glass in imitation of rock crystal, 
and shaped either like Maltese crosses, stars, or leaves, or are 
oblong or olive-shaped, or in the form of fancy buckles, and having 
button-formed eyes, loops, or shanks, are all dutiable at the rate 
of 50 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in paragraph 414 
of the Tariff for ‘‘ buttons not specially provided for in this Act.” 


CUBA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

copy of a telegram from H.M. Ambassador at 

Washington, reporting that a new Customs 

' Tariff for Cuba was published on the 15th inst. 

Lord Pauncefote states that the new Tariff increases the duties on 

linen goods, on manufactures of flax, hemp, and jute, and on towels, 

while it reduces those on silk goods by five per cent ; but that no 

change has been made in the case of cottons and cotton manufac- 
tures. The paragraphs relating to cutlery have been remodelled. 

It is understood that the new Tariff is to come into force on the 

15th prox. 


SAN SALVADOR. 


Referring to the notice which appeared at p. 173 of the “ Board 
In f of Trade Journal” for the 26th ult., relative to 
Im ng oe the increase of the import duties in San 
” €8. Salvador, the Board of Trade have now received, 
through the Foreign Office, a copy of a despatch from H.M. 
Minister at Guatemala, reporting that by a Decree of the 5th 
March last the import duties on all merchandise entering San 
Salvador were increased by 25 per cent., the Decree ccming into 
effect on the day of its issue. 

Mr. Jenner also explains that articles which are classed in the 
Tariff as dutiable, for example, at the rate of 1 dollar per kilog., 
have hitherto paid, owing to additional charges, imposts, &c., 
1 dollar 55 cents per kilog.; so that in future the actual amount 


to be paid for every nominal dollar of duty imposed under 
the San Salvador Tariff will be 1 dollar 80 cents. 
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RUSSIA. 


H.M. Commercial Agent in Russia reports that this year 
Grain Direct | soy will be exported abroad direct for the 
irst time from the port of Kherson, and the 
from the Dni 

Daisper Region. vast Dnieper region whic as hitherto 
despatched grain exclusively to Odessa, will 

thus be in direct connection with the foreign market. Under 
present conditions steamers can load at Kherson to 17 feet, com- 
pleting cargo, if necessary, at Odessa, but it is hoped that with the 
deepening of the Dnieper estuaries, this may soon be unnecessary. 


The “Commercial and Industrial Gazette” of St. Petersburg 
Regulations as to states that Moscow cattle dealers and meat firms 
have applied for the establishment in Moscow 

Transport of 

Cattle. of a cattle and meat exchange. Moscow comes 

next to St. Petersburg as a centre of the meat 

trade, the annual turnover of the market exceeding 20,000,000 
roubles. 

The “ Russian Gazette ” of Moscow states that from 1/14th April 
new regulations came into force for the movement of cattle and 
sheep in Russia. The Ministry of Agriculture has just published 
a report on the present position of cattle disease within the empire. 
All localities of the empire stretching from the Western European 
frontiers to the provinces of Tobolsk and Akmolinsk inclusive, as 
also from the Caucasus and Black Sea to Archangel inclusive, are 
stated to be fully satisfactory as regards cattle disease. The 
Government of Tomsk, the Semipalatinsk and Semirechensk, and 
also the Trans-Caspian regions, cannot be recognised as in a satis- 
factory condition, both as regards these ports themselves, also on 
account of their neighbourhood to China, Turkestan, Persia and 
Asiatic Turkey, where no regularly organised endeavours are made 
to combat the disease. 

Owing to the above, measures have been taken in the form of 
protective zones and veterinary stations, all cattle passing the 
frontiers of China, Turkestan, Persia and Asiatic Turkey being 
kept in quarantine, and a sharp look-out being kept at the 
frontiers of the districts now free from the disease. For this 
purpose a sum of 450,000 roubles per annum has been assigned 
for the Southern zone (Trans-Caspian) and 180,000 for the Eastern. 

Nore.—This favourable report as regards European Russia, at 
least in the summarised version published, leaves out of account 
the enormous spread of disease among the reindeer of the Petchora 
and Mezen Districts of the province of Archangel (European 
Russia), where, in July, 1898, the number of these animals perishing 
from epizootic disease (“Siberian Yiasva”) was 82,149. The 
Government in 1897, and again in 1899, sent out specialists to 
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report on the matter, who declared that the outbreaks were 
periodical, that ordinary remedies and precautions were useless 
owing to local conditions, and that the only satisfactory method 
would be inoculation. Measures have been taken, according to 
the official “ Archangel Gazette” of 15th February, 1900, to carry 


out this system on an organised scale, the trials made having 
proved successful. 


The construction of the Trans-Siberian railway, as is well known, 
The Trans- has been proceeded with very rapidly. Accord- 
Siberian Railway. to “L’Economiste Francais” of 12th inst., 

* the length of rails laid down in nine years 
amounted to 3,356 miles, which gives an average of 373 miles per 
year. Communication will be established this year between the 
European continent and Vladivostock, partly by rail and partly by 
steamship ; the time occupied for the journey will be about 17 days. 
Upon the completion of the line running round Lake Baikal from 
the Chinese Eastern railway less time will be taken, as the Trans- 
Siberian will be connected by the most direct route with Vladivo- 
stock and Dalny. 

The total length of the Trans-Siberian railway, including the 
line from Manchuria, will be 5,512 miles. The shortest route from 
one ocean to the other by land will be through Havre, Paris, 
Cologne, Berlin, Warsaw, Moscow, Samara, Irkutsk, Vladivostock. 

Of the 7,359 miles by rail, 298 belong to France, 100 to 
Belgium, 663 to Germany, 2,254 to Russia in Europe, 4,044 
to Russia in Asia and Manchuria. The immediate results of the 
working of the line far exceeded the provision made. ‘The rate of 
progress from 1895 to 1899 was as follows :— 


— Travellers. Merchandise. 
Tons. 
1898 ... “oe 1,049,000 43,000 


Of the articles exported from Siberia 42 per cent. consisted of 
cereals, the others being meat, poultry, butter, tallow, hides, wool, 
and eggs. 

As regards goods in transit, 62,640,000 lbs. of tea were carried 
in 1897 and 80,280,000 lbs. in 1898. After the completion of the 
entire line the price of a first-class ticket, with sleeping accommo- 
dation, from Moscow to Vladivostock will be 12/. The journey 
from Paris or London, first-class, to Shanghai will take 17 days , 
and will cost 34/., instead of 34 or 36 days’ sea voyage costing 88/. 

BL 
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Referring to the notice which appeared on p. 338 of the “ Board 
Proposed of Trade Journal ” of 17th inst., a further 
Railwa communication has been received through the 

a Foreign Office, from H.M. Commercial Agent 
in Russia, stating that the ‘‘Commercial and Industrial Gazette ” 

(the official organ of the Ministry of Finance) of 15th/28th April, 

reports that the Imperial consent has been given to the acquirement 

by the State of the Moscow-Yaroslav-Archangel Railway Company, 
that terms have been arranged between the shareholders and the 

Government, and that the transfer of the property took place on 

1st/14th April, 1900, when the Company ceased to exist. 

It has been decided for the present to work the undertaking 
under a committee consisting of four members, two nominated by 
the Minister of Finance, one by the Minister of Communications, 
and one by the State Controller of the Department. 


FRANCE. 
The report to the French Senate on the Budget of 1900 contains 
Senin information as to the progress of the railway in 


Railwa: the French Soudan, from which the subjoined 
al particulars have been extracted. 

The line was working on Ist January, 1900, up to 222 kilometres 
(136 miles). In the present year 31 kilometres (19 miles) are 
to be constructed, as well as a bridge over the Bakoy at Toukoto, 
which will be 350 metres long. From next year, the construction 
will progress at the rate of 80 kilometres (50 miles) annually, so 
that at the end of 1904 the line will reach Koulikoro, a point 
situated on the navigable portion of the Niger, about 557 kilometres 
(? 573 kilometres, or 355 miles) from Kayes. The cost of the line 
is fixed at 72,000 francs per kilometre (about 4,600l. per mile). 
The work is carried out by native labour under the supervision of 
officers and men of the engineer corps. The income of the railway 
is derived from :— 

1. Traffic receipts (20,000/. in round figures for the year 1899). 

2. A state subvention for the maintenance of the engineer staff 
(65,7201. annually). 

3. A subvention of 20,0001. annually for 24 years from 1899 
paid by the State. 

4, A similar subvention paid by the Colonies. 

It is anticipated that the revenue of the line will amount to 
2,800 francs per kilometre in 1900, but more than half of this sum 
is derived from transport effected on account of the State or the 
* Colonial Government, and the actual traffic receipts are not more 
than from 1,200 francs to 1,300 francs per kilometre. 
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SPAIN. 


The Board of Trade rp received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
. of a new set of Port Regulations for Bilbao 
which has just been An extract 
; from the above, containing the rules most likely 
to affect British shipping, may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, any day between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ITALY. 
With reference to an article on pp. 490-1 of the ‘“ Board of Trade 
a Journal” for Ist March last on Shippin 

Shipbuilding at Bounties in Italy, H.M. Consul at denen, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office dated the 10th 
inst., states that, as the law governing the bounty paid by the 
Italian Government has been suspended pending further legis- 
lation, certain shipbuilding yards have had to limit themselves 
to the completion of existing contracts only. The new shipbuild- 
ing yard at Palermo is discharging its hands as rapidly as possible, 
and until it is ascertained in the autumn what the character of the 
new legislation will be, no contracts will be accepted. Everything 
will be placed in readiness for work if the new law makes it 
possible to work with a satisfactory bounty. 


Palermo. 


; UNITED STATES. 
According to “ Bradstreets” of the 28th ult., the United States 
. Bureau of Navigation has issued a circular to 
™ the effect that, to section 9 of the 
ae Porto Rican act, vessels entering the United 
States from the island from and after 1st May, or entering Porto 
Rico from the United States, will be exempt from tonnage dues, 
while vessels entering the island elsewhere than from the United 
States after that date will be subject to tonnage taxes. 

A recent circular issued by the Treasury Department provides 
for the registry as vessels of the United States of the vessels owned 
by the inhabitants of Porto Rico at the date of the ratification of 
the treaty, provided the owners, masters and all watch officers are 
American citizens, or take the oath of allegiance to the United 
States. 


. 


JAPAN. 
With reference to a notice published on p. 741 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for December last, respecting 
— — the regulations for the operation of the Tonnage 
_ Dues Law in Japan, a translation of the text 


of that law (received at the Board of Trade, through the Foreign 
Office) is here given for reference. 
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Tonnage Dues Law. 
(Promulgated on the 23rd March, 1899.) 


Article 1—When any vessel engaged in foreign trade enters an 
open port, tonnage dues shall be levied, on each entrance, at the 
rate of 5 sen per ton of the registered tonnage or for every 10 koku 
of the registered capacity (of a Japanese-rigged vessel). But if 
the payment is made at once at the rate of 15 sen per ton of the 
registered tonnage or for every 10 koku of the registered capacity, 
no tonnage dues shall be required to be paid at that port for full 
one year. 

The tonnage of vessels of the countries having the method of 
survey different from that of this Empire shall be converted 
according to the method adopted by this Empire. | 

Article 2.—Tonnage dues shall be paid to the Customs by the 
masters upon entrance of their vessels into ports. 

Article 3.—No tonnage dues shall be levied on any vessel entering 
a port in distress or under other unavoidable circumstances. But 
this rule does not apply to the cases where discharge and shipment 
of cargo are made by a vessel not coming on account of the causes 
mentioned in the present article. 

Article 4.—The superintendent of Customs may, if he deems it 
necessary, cause the survey of any vessel to be made. 

Article 5.—If any vessel leaves a port attempting to evade, or 
without paying the tonnage dues, the master shall be punished 
with a fine equal to treble the amount of the dues in regard to 
which the attempt to evade the payment was made or the payment 
was not made. 

Article 6.—The provisions of the Customs Duties Law shall 
apply in all respects to investigation and action taken in cases of 
infraction of the law. But the period within which the offender 
has to comply with the terms of the notice given does net exceed 
48 hours from the time of the receipt of such notice. 

Article 7.—The provisions of the law of collection of National 
Taxes does not apply to the collection of tonnage dues. 


In number of vessels and the Ji marine 
- is continuous owing. Statistics up to the 
end of 1899, the latest available, 
Marine. show that there are 723 Japanese registered 
steamers, with a tonnage of 489,371 tons, and in addition 2,556 
sailing ships, large and small, with a tonnage of 256,896 tons. 
The leading Japanese steamship companies showed great energy 
and enterprise during the year 1899. The Nippon Yusen Kaisha 
decided to extend, from October, its services to North China, a 
field of commerce which is more and more attracting the attention 
of Japanese traders. In January, 1900, the Company instituted a 
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new direct service between Nagasaki and Hong-Kong. The fleet 
of vessels flying the Nippon Yusen Kaisha flag is being steadily 
augmented, an important addition made during the year 1899 
being the ss. “*‘ Awa Maru,” a vessel of 6,309 tons burden, built at 
the Mitsu Bishi Yard at Nagasaki, and launched on 27th July 
last. That steamer was constructed in a shorter period and at less 
cost than the ‘‘ Hitachi Maru,” a similar steamer, launched from 
the same yard in 1898. ‘Two more vessels of equal tonnage are 
shortly to be commenced at the same place for the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. The term of the subsidy of 89,833/. per annum granted 
to the Company expires in 1900, but renewal of the grant, though 
in a reduced form (about 56,0001. it is said), will take place. Over 
and above this sum the Company is entitled, by vote of the Diet, 
to a special subsidy for its Trans-Pacific and European lines. The 
profits it enjoys are indicated by the half-yearly dividends declared 
for 1899, which were at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum for the 
first half and 10 per cent. for the second half of the year. 

The lines to Europe, India, Australia, and America are in good 
working order, and command a large share of the trade. 

The three new steamers belonging to the Toyo Kisen Kaisha, 
which arrived in Japan during the closing months of 1898, made 
regular trips from Hong-Kong across the Pacific, by way of the 
Japanese ports, in 1899. The dividend of the Company for 
the first half of the year was 10 per cent. per annum. 

The Osaka Shosen Kaisha is extending its business, and is 
reported to have under contemplation the raising of further 
capital, and the addition of a number of steamers to its present 
fleet. From 15th September, 1899, the Company established a 
three-weekly service between Kobe and Newchwang. Its ex- 
pansion programme includes the development of its services to 
China, and the despatch of ships to India, Australia, and America. 
The number of vessels which it is proposed to construct are, it is 
said, 15 small and 17 large ones, with a tonnage of about 35,000 
tons. The dividends declared by the Osaka Shosen Kaisha for 
1899 were at the rate of 8 per cent. and 9 per cent. respectively 
for the two half-years. The Diet at its present session is expected 
to authorise the payment to this Company of a subsidy of 39,4541. 
per annum for six years from the financial year 1901-2, on 
account of its Yangtse line, and 29,592. for the subsequent 
financial year, and an additional subsidy on behalf of its Shanghai- 
Soochow and Shanghai-Hangchow lines to the amount of 5,907. 
for the financial years 1901-2 and 1902-3, and 1,476l. for the 
financial year 1903-4. 

The services of the Company to and from Formosa have also 
been extended during the year. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,397.) 


410 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 24, 1900. 


TRADE NOTES. 
MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the office of the Agent-General for Western 


pon pend Australia, stating that the crushing returns for 
pr’ : all gold-mining companies in the colony for 
the month of April last are :— : 
Ore treated ... ae ... 86,589 tons. 
Yield of gold vee: 101,157 ounces. 


Average yield per ton .. 1oz., 3 dwts., 8 grs. 


RUSSIA. 


It is stated, according to the Report of H.M. Commercial Agent 
Naphtha in Russia, that the St. Petersburg Water- 
Indu works Commission has decided to replace coal 

amy. by naphtha for heating purposes. Naphtha is 
more profitable, and in the interests of fuel economy the boilers 
will have to be re-fitted. 

Naphtha has been discovered in the southern part of the island 
of Sakhalin. No analysis has yet been made. Two Vladivostock 
merchants have presented claims, according to a telegram of the 
Russian Telegraph Agency dated 15/28th April. In order to 
obviate the inconvenience resulting from the high prices of 
naphtha the Ministry of Agriculture and Domains has elaborated, 
according to the “St. Petersburg Gazette,” provisional regulations 
for concessions by contract to private individuals for the exploita- 
tion of State naphtha-producing sites. 

A special Council of the Ministry of Finance is examining a 
request of the representative of well-known Anglo-American 
bankers, for a concession for constructing two naphtha pipe-lines 
for the carriage of naphtha to the largest centres of con- 
sumption. The lines would extend (1) from Yaroslav to Moscow, 
252 versts, (2) from Ribinsk to St. Petersburg, 450 versts. 
Full details of the whole project, and of the advantages expected 
to accrue, are given in the “ Industrial World” of St. Petersburg 
of 2nd/15th April. One of the advantages set forth is that the 
cheap carriage of naphtha would supplant the consumption of 
British coal, the import of which to St. Petersburg reaches 
90,000,000 poods, or about 1,450,000 tons. 


The great Russian estates of the present German Chancellor have 
been sold, according to the Russian papers, to 
Goal Inter. group of capitalists at Lodz. These estates, 


situated in Russian Poland, contain vast coal beds, for the 
exploitation of which and of other minerals a company is being 
formed, with a capital of 5,000,000 roubles. 
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An important transaction has just been completed at Moscow. 
The Siberian coal-beds of W. J. Poliakoff, lying along the’railway 
route near Irkutch, have been sold to the Siberian merchant 
P. K. Stchelkunoff, who proposes to exploit them by forming 
a company with a capital of 4,000,000 roubles. 


NORWAY. 
A despatch, dated 7th May last, has been received at the Foreign 
Sectnation of Office, from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
; ; reporting that the Christiania Mining Company 
Arsenical Pyrites. . 
is just now sending its first large consignment, 
amounting to about 60 tons, of arsenical pyrites from its mines 
near Bandak, in Thelemarken, to Germany via Skien. 
The chemical factories in Germany produce arsenic from the 
pyvites which yield about 30 per cent. The arsenic is stated to be 
used principally.for industrial purposes. 


ITALY. 


The Board of Trade has received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
Production of of memorandum, from H.M. Consul at Palermo, 
Sulphur in Sicil showing the production and exports of sulphur 
P ¥: from Sicily for the first three months of the 
current year, as follows :— 


— Production. Exportation. 
‘vons, Tons. 
January, 1900... on eve 41,643 41,041 
Total 119,038 166,426 


The stocks on the 3lst December, 1899, amounted to 262,087 
tons, and on the 31st March last to 214,681 tons. 


GREECE. 


H.M. Consul at the Pirseus reports that the Pentelicon Marble 
Quarries, owned by the British company, 

Marble Quarries. Marmor, Limited, which has also quarries on 
the islands of Skyros and Paros, and at Mani, 

in Laconia, are now connected by rail with the Pirzeus, the Athens 
and Kephisia line having been extended by the company up to the 
foot of the quarries, and inclined planes laid down the side of the 
mountain. Much greater facilities therefore exist now for exporting 
this marble, of which there are almost inexhaustible supplies. It 
is estimated that about 1,500 cubic metres can be exported in 1900 
from these quarries, in addition to 2,500 cubic metres which will 
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probably be required by the Greek market. The prices of the 
marbles belonging to this company f.o.b. per cubic metre (1 cubic 
metre equal 27 tons) are as follows :— 

1. Good average quality of Pentelicon (white with some bluish 
veins), normal-sized blocks, 7/. 5s. Prices for large blocks are yet 
to be established. 

2. Coloured marble from Skyros, 171. 

3. Rosso antico, from Mani, 34l. 

The number of labourers employed at the Pentelicon quarries 
during the past year was about 350 all the year round. 

The great bulk of the marble exported from these quarries goes 
to Germany in German bottoms, the freights charged being as 
follows :—20s. per ton (equal to 54s. per cubic metre), large blocks 
from 23s. to 44s. per ton. 

The old quarries of green cippolino at the south of Eubcea, 
near to Carysto, are being worked both by Messrs. Farmer and 
Brindley, of London, and by the above-mentioned Marmor, 
Limited, and this very rich marble is being reintroduced, several 
orders for columns having been given for buildings in London. 

The quarries of green marble belonging to the Verde Antico 
Marble Company, of London, are also being regularly worked, 
though it seems that the output is restricted by the price which 
the owners ask on account of its quality. 

Attention should again be called to the fact that a German 
shipping company has practically the monopoly of this carrying 
trade, which ought to improve considerably in the near future. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,410.) 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


GREECE. 


According to recent statistics published in the report of the French 
Minister at Athens there are now 20 cotton- 
Cotton and sin G loving 3.000 hand 
Hen Ind. _ Spinning mills in Greece employing 3, ands. 
Woollen Industry. The cotton used is that of Baeotia (formerly Lake 
Copais) and foreign cotton, the imports of which in 1897 were valued 
at 112,0007. The cotton weaving industry employs 1,400 work- 
people, the number of factories at work in Greece being 12. The 
annual production of the cotton-spinning mills is estimated at 
2,916,000 kilogs., that of the weaving factories at 942,000 kilogs., 
the total value of the produce of the two kinds of factories being 
estimated at 15,500,000 drach. 

The cotton cloth manufactured is of several different kinds, some 
being light cloth, other somewhat thick and heavy, the latter being 
a substitute to a certain extent for the woollen cloth used in 
making clothing for the working classes. This cloth is sold at 
1 drach. 50 the pecheus with a width of 70 c. (274 in.). Although 
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the cotton thread and cloth made in Greece have to compete with 
English goods, they find a ready market in the country and a 
considerable quantity is even exported to Turkey. 

As regards woollen manufacture, there are four weaving factories 
at work, which produce 558,000 pecheis annually, valued at 
2,500,000 drach. ; about 500 hands are employed, ‘The wool used 
is all imported, being admitted duty free as intended for use in 
native industry ; the principal countries of supply are England, 
Germany and Belgium. None of the cloth produced is exported ; 
it is sold locally at prices from 8 to 12 drach. per pecheus, with a 
width of from 1 m. 30 ¢. (51 in.) to 1 m, 40 c. (55 in.). 

The cotton spinning mills are thus distributed :—Pirzus seven 
Livadia six, Syra three, Patras two, Stylide one, Chalcis one, and 
of the cotton weaving factories five are found at Piraeus, one at 
Patras, five at Syra, and one at Argos. There is also one woollen 
factory at Pirzeus, one at Phalera, and two at Athens. Altogether 
the Greek cotton and woollen industry finds employment for 4,600 
workers of both sexes, earning together about 229,500 drach. per 
month. The total annual value of production is estimated at 
17,500,000 drach. 

Besides the manufacturing industries, which have been estab- 
lished in Greece at a relatively recent date, there are the peasant 
industries, which sufficed to meet the demand for cloth as long as 
the urban population remained small. In most houses in the 
country simple implements will be found for spinning and weaving 
wool and goats’ hair, by means of which the women make clothing 
for the family; the material, which though rough is thick and 
warm, being woven from the wool and hair obtained by shearing 
the flocks. Some cotton cloth is also woven in this way. 

Note.—1 drachma may be taken at about 6d., and 1 pecheus = 39°37 inches. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as 
—_ received from the inspectors and officers of 
f Excise in the week ended the 19th inst., were 
as follow :— 
Barley... one 248. 5d. 
Oats sos ove one 
For further particulars see p. 422. 


A statement is published on p. 423, showing the quantities of the 
_ various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United during the 


onal Produce. week ended the 19th inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


| 
| 
| 
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BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


The “ Natal Mercury,” in a short note on the coffee industry of 
The Coff British Central Africa, states that the first coffee 
| lant was taken out from Kew by missionaries 
Industry. P 
and, though others have been introduced, the 
bulk of the coffee has sprung from this one plant. Coffee is now 
extensively grown. The disease which so troubled Natal has by 
strict quarantine law been kept away, but it is becoming more than 
ever evident that, to promote complete success, coffee must have con- 
siderable shade provided. Blantyre coffee is known as the finest in 
the world, and commands the highest prices. The export is gradu- 
ally increasing, the export of last season being 100 tons, and this year 
the output of the bean is expected to be 110 tons.. The industry will 
not be able to achieve its full possibilities until the much-desired 
railway is constructed, for which the route was surveyed long ago. 
This line will be from Chiromo, on the Lower Shiré, to some point 
on the Upper Shiré, past the Murchison cataracts. As showing 
the necessity for such transport, it may be mentioned that there 
are at the present time about 100,000 loads, each of 56 lbs., waiting 
carriage. This is the great central gateway into Africa, and it is 
contended that the Uganda Railway should have been constructed 
by this route, which would have been much cheaper than the one 
adopted, and is not beset by any insuperable engineering difficulties. 
After the Chiromo line is built, another will be needed to connect 
the north end of Lake Nyassa to the south end of Lake Tangan- 
yika, a distance of 210 miles, thus giving rapid communication to 
the heart of Africa. 


GERMANY. 


According to official statistics, published in the “ Reichs-Anzeiger ” 

S of the 12th inst., the production of raw sugar in 

Pr oll the month of April was 6,532 metric tons, and 

of refined sugar of all kinds 88,052 metric tons. 

During the nine months—August to April—of the 1899-1900 

sugar campaign, 1,554,492 metric tons of raw sugar were pro- 

duced, as compared with 1,495,804 metric tons during the corres- 

ponding period of the previous year, and 937,897 metric tons of 
refined, as compared with 936,867 metric tons. 


GREECE. 


A report from the French Vice-Consul at Volo, reproduced in the 
Greek Sugar “ Bulletin Commercial ” of the 12th inst. states 
aot that the monopoly of exporting sugar to Thessaly 
nome. hitherto enjoyed by Austria is now threatened 

by the competition of native industry. A sugar factory established 
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at Lazarina, near Trikala, in the interior of the province, and 
styled Sucrerie Zographos, placed on the markets of Thessaly 
about the beginning of the current year 350,000 okes (say 450 tons) 
of sugar ata price of 1:45 drach. per oke (about 28s. 6d. per cwt.), 
a price much lower than that of Austrian sugar. There is, in the 
opinion of the Consul, nothing to prevent the Zographos sugar 
factory from producing an average annual output of 1,500,000 okes 
(1,875 tons) of sugar, a quantity sufficient not only for the con- 
sumption in Thessaly, but also for that in other portions of Greece. 
Belonging to the factory, and situated near to it, are large beetroot 
plantations. The cost of working these is very small, owing to the 
cheapness of labour in Thessaly, and provision has been made by 
sinking artesian wells to provide against an insufficient supply of 
water caused by lack of rain. Austrian manufacturers have reduced 
their prices in the endeavour to combat the competition of this new 
sugar factory, but it is improbable that they will succeed, and it 
may be expected that the Zographos will soon monopolise the 
Thessalian market and possibly that of other portions of Greece. 


MISCELLANE£OUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported ws the — Kingdom 
- during the week ended the 17th inst. was 
39,045, and the number imported during the 
20 weeks ended the 17th inst. was 1,551,051. As regards 
exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 17th inst., 10,817 
bales, and for the 20 weeks, 154,023. 
For further details see p. 421. 


A formal investigation was held at the Local Marine Board Room, 
- Dock Street, London, on the 11th and 12th inst., 
Inquiries under into the circumstances attending the explosion 
nay of a boiler on board the steam launch “ Star ” 
Explosions Act. (1, the 31st March last. 

The launch was purchased by the owners in 1892, when the 
boiler was thoroughly examined, and the working pressure was 
fixed at 80 lbs. per square inch by the foreman engineer. He was 
succeeded by another foreman engineer in or about the year 1893, 
and from that time the periodical examination was undertaken by 
the foreman boiler maker. He examined it from time to time, and 
in consequence of some slight corrosion discovered in 1898 the 
pressure was reduced to 70 lbs. He examined it in 1899, and on 
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the 16th March last, but he failed to discover corrosion at the 
bottom of the boiler. 

On the 31st March, the launch was used for taking a party to 
the boat race, and upon returning the party were landed at the Old 
Swan Pier. A few minutes after, the boiler exploded, an apprentice 
who was assisting the engineer was killed, and the engineer and a 
waterman in charge of the launch were injured. 

The court found that the explosion was due to overpressure, the 
bottom of the firebox being so wasted by corrosion as to be unfit 
to withstand the pressure to which it was subjected. 

They were of opinion that the boiler was not properly examined 
either in March, 1899, or in March, 1900, and that the boiler 
should either have been taken out of the launch for that purpose, 
or that it should have been tested by hydraulic pressure. 

The court were of opinion that the owners had not taken proper 
measures to ensure that the boiler was under proper inspection by 
a competent person, and that blame attached to them. 

The owners were ordered to pay the sum of 35/. towards the 
costs and expenses of the investigation. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The “ British Columbia Review” of the 5th inst. reports that a 
— new industry has been started in Newfoundland. 
Herri It is the putting up of “kippings.” Kippings 
Industry are smoked herrings put up in oil after the 
‘ manner of sardines. The herrings are cured 
and smoked as usual, and placed in oblong tin boxes in oil, then 
put in the bath and boiled for three hours. They are then taken 
out and the gas let out of the boxes, again sealed up and returned 
to the bath, and boiled for another three hours. The bones are so 
cooked up by the two baths that it is almost impossible to find 
them in the fishes. 


RUSSIA. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the regulations 
Fish concerning a Fisheries exhibition at Warsaw, 
rE wena + to be held in that city during the month of 
Eemees r September next. The text of the above (in 


French) may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade any day between 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 
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NORWAY. 


A despatch, dated 5th inst., has been received from H.M. Consul- 

General at Christiania, enclosing a report on 

Cod Fisheries. the Norwegian cod fisheries for the season 1900, 

from which it appears that the total amount 

of cod taken in the Lofoten district during the season of 1900, 

which is now concluded, was 8,400,000 fish as against 14,850,000 
fish in 1899. 

Of the fish caught this year, 5,700,000 are stated to have been 
salted as “ split ” fish (“‘ klipfisk ”)—2,600,000 were dried and the 
remainder prepared in other ways. 

The amount of liver obtained from the Lofoten fishery this year 
is estimated at 5,567 hectolitres of steam cod liver oil at 10,796 
hectolitres, and of roe at 10,000 hectolitres. 

The total value of the catch is estimated at 192,308/. The 
number of fishermen engaged in the Lofoten district was 22,726, 
so that the season’s receipts average about 81. 9s. per head. 

The season is the worst ever known in Lofoten in proportion to 
the number of fishermen engaged. According to a statement in a 
Christiania newspaper the Local Authorities have in some cases 
been obliged to abstain from enforcing the payment of taxes, as 
otherwise fishermen and their families would have been thrown on 
the public funds for support. 

The following table shows the total amount of cod taken in 
Norway this season, and the districts in which they were caught :— 


District. Cod. 
No. 
Romsdal district :— 
Sdéndmore wee om 3,027,300 
Romsdal proper oss 1,250,600 
Trondhjem district :— 
Halten ... sine ose ove 309,000 
Rest of Nordland ... 3,000,000 
Finmarken wintry fishery ... ove 1,400,000 
Finmarken line fishing since 2nd April, 1900 ... aoe 870,000 
Total on 28th April, 1900 eee eee 24,742,300 
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The total amount of cod taken this season in Norway is therefore, 
according to the above table, about 24,742.300 fish as against 
27,500,000 in 1899. The figures given in the cases of the 
Trondhjem, Nordland, Tromsé, and Finmarken districts must, 
however, be regarded as only approximate, as final telegrams from 
these districts have not yet been received at the Home Office in 
Christiania. It is thought, from information unofficially received, 
that the Tromsé returns may be quite half a million above that 
above stated. 


BELGIUM. 


Referring to the notice which appeared regarding a Bill for 
: regulating the sale of margarine, on p. 709 of 
the « of Trade ” for 29th March 
f treed last, a despatch has been received by the 
cape. Board of Trade, through the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Minister at Brussels, enclosing a copy of the Law 
which has now been passed. 
This copy may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50. Parliament Street, S.W., between the 
hours of 10.a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The Board of Trade have been informed, through the Foreign Office, 
Water Supply at that the authorities at Ostend are taking steps 
“Ostend: Notice to ‘° obtain a good water supply for ships, and 
Masters of that it is hoped that this arrangement will be 
et carried out before the end of the year. In the 
: meantime it is suggested that masters of vessels 
who have water supplied to them at Ostend should have it boiled 
before using it for drinking purposes. 


FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


According to “ Le Monde Economique” of 5th inst., four new 

_— Custom houses have been opened in Madagascar 

Custom H. at the following ports :—Andévorante, Farafan- 
m Souses. gana, Analalava, and Morondava. 

The number of ports in Madagascar now open to trade is thus 
increased to 14, of which Diégo-Suarez, Vohémar, Sainte-Marie, — 
Tamatave, Andévorante, Vatomandry, Mananjary, Farafangana, and 
Fort Dauphin are on the East Coast, and Nossi-Bé, Analalava, 
Majungs, Morondava, and Tuléar on the West Coast. 
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ITALY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

— copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul at Milan 

Annual Report notifying an error that has occurred in the 
annual report on Lombardy, No. 2,413. 

The error occurs on page 7, line 26, and is in 
the average price per kilo-watt at which the electric energy 
obtained at the Vizzola works has been disposed of to the consumers. 
This price should be 8I. 4s. (205 frances), and not 41. 4s. as the 
report has it. 


on Lombardy. 


ROUMANIA. 


A despatch, dated 8th inst., has been received at the Foreign Office 

Modifications from H.M. Legation at Bucharest, transmitting 

in the Co ia] 90 extract from the “Financial Courier,” giving 

— —" a translation in French of the modifications 

” introduced in the existing Code of Commerce, 

as promulgated on the 19th ult. The above may be seen on 

application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 

Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


COSTA RICA. 


A despatch, dated 21st inst., has been received at the Foreign 
New Gold Office from H.M. Consul at San José (Costa 
Stee Rica) transmitting translation of a Decree 

— published in the Official Gazette of 18th ult., 
concerning the circulation of the new gold coin (colon) from 15th 

July next, as follows :— 

Considering: that the economical situation of the country 
imperiously demands for its better organisation and development, 
the immediate establishment of the new monetary standard fixed 
by the coinage law of 24th October, 1896. 

Considering : that the amount of the new national gold money 
coined to date, plus that already ordered by the Government and 
about to arrive, is fully sufficient for the purposes of exchange, and 
that, in consequence, the moment has arrived for putting it in 
circulation. 

Considering: that the Government has fulfilled the conditions 
exacted by the contract Quiros-Coronado of 25th September, 1896, 
as regards the circulation of the gold colon, the President of the 
Republic of Costa Rica decrees :— 

Article 1.—On and after the 15th July next all the gold certifi- 
cates issued by the Government that are in circulation on that day 
should be presented at the Banco de Costa Rica, Administrator of 
the Public Rents, for payment in gold. 
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Article 2.—As the Bank pays the certificates they will be 
deposited to the order of the Secretary of Finance, in order that. 
after they have been checked with the various acts of omission, 
they may be burnt with the formalities established by the law. 

Article 3.—All obligations current on the 15th July, contracted 
on National coin, will be governed by the new gold coin (colon) in 
the proportion of a gold colon for each of the present silver dollars. 

The payment of all taxes and fiscal contributions will be enacted 
in this same proportion, and the National silver coin actually 
existing will continue circulating subject to the reserves established 
by the ruling coinage law. 


ARGENTINA. 


The “ Review of the River Plate” for 13th ult. publishes a return 
of the principal exports from Argentina for the 


= ots poem first quarter of 1900, from which the following 
‘particulars have been extracted :— 
United Other 
Articles. Kingdom. Countries. Total. 

Hides... 6,332 590,576 596,908 
Sheep and goat skins ... Bales 1,043 10,121 11,164 
Tallow Kilos.| 1,397,600 2,059,900 3,487,500 
Wool a ove ... Bales 5,387 142,290 147,677 
Wheat and maize... .. Tons 84,937 731,669 816,606 
Quebracho ... ose - Tons _ 45,567 45,567 
Frozen wethers ... No. 394,699 200 394,899 


* Of which, 684,000 bales were sent to South Africa, 


The same journal states that, comparing the exports for 
the first quarter of 1900 with the same period of 1899, there will 
be found a considerable falling off in the dry ox and salt ox hides 
and also in horse hides. Sheepskins likewise show a decrease of 
about 2,300 bales. There is a slight increase in the quantity of 
tallow that has been exported. Goatskins show an increase of 
some 60 bales. In wool there is a falling off of 42,000 bales. 
Frozen wethers show a decrease of 27,000 carcases. Wheat has 
an increase of 332,000 tons, the exports having very nearly 
doubled. Maize an increase of 45,000 tons. Linseed an increase 
of 62,000 tons. Flour has a decrease of 1,700 tons. Bran has an 
increase of 2,500 tons. Pollards show a falling off of 1,400 tons. 
Oilseed has an increase of 8,000 bags. Hay shows an increase of 
597,000 bales; this is on account of the war in South Africa, to 
which country 684,000 bales have been sent in the period under 
review. Quebracho shows a decrease of 8,000 tons. Tobacco a 
falling off of 400 bales. Butter an increase of 3,500 cases, and no 


sugar has been exported as against 3,100 tons last year. 


| 

Fy 


May 24, 1900. } THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 421 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


‘ Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 20 Weeks ended 17th May, 1900. 


Week 2@ Weeks 
ended ended 
17th May, 17th May, 
1900. 1900. 
IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
Brazilian ove toe eee 4,874 77,482 
Miscellaneous ... eee eee eee eee 1,426 15,838 
Tote) eco 39,045 1,551,051 
EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American eee eee eee eee eee 7,246 93,655 
Brazilian ove ate 1,609 5,254 
Kast Indian ... ove eve ove 1,131 8,790 
Egyptian oo ove see oe 831 42,349 
Miscellaneous ... eee eee ooo {3,975 
Total ... eco 10,817 154,023 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
19th May, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1822. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat 83,941 6 2 7 
Barley 5,638 6 24 «+5 
Oats ... ove 9,942 18 5 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
eek in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
| 
Qrs. Bus.|; Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. s. d. es. 4. 
1896 -»-| 36,895 5 3,359 4 6,672 6 25 6 21 8 14 6 
1897 66,919 4 2,468 3 5,444 5 28 1 19 10 17 9 
1898 s.| 70,464 4 1,483 1 8,549 0 48 1 26 0 21 3 
1899 +} 98,144 0 4,697 3 11,450 7 2 3 23 11 17 10 
| 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
19th May, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
19th May, ing week 
1900. in 1899. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... ove Number 7,183 12,252 
Sheep and bs ... ooo ous ove ” 3,429 16,523 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef ase Cwts, 83,876 68,917 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Owts. 105,525 98,553 
Hams ooo oon 88,675 38,404 
- Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... ‘a 10,662 9,531 
Meat,preserved, otherwise than bysalting 17,533 10,721 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Cwts, 48,448 66,578 
Margarine ... oo 15,235 18,142 
> 27,557 27,083 
Milk and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk... ane 1 22 
Poultry Value £ 9,151 4,876 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ~ a Cwts. 8,937 12,246 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Cwts, 1,368,100 1,546,200 
4 Wheat-meal and flour... ove ove 506,800 477,800 
Barley eee 73,100 288,100 
Oats 385,300 299,500 
1,700 30,360 
Maize orIndiancorn .. 1,151,300 1,307,000 
Fruit, raw :— Cwts, Bushels. 
pe 6,951 17,944 
Apricots and peaches* ... 1900, 42 
Bananas* Bunches, 28,663 
Bushels. 
Cherries... 292 6,945 
Ta) eee eee coe 
Strawberries* 62 ~ 
Unenumerated ... 2,055 28,328 
Hops ... sos ak one Cwts. 633 1,127 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... Bushels. 138,238 128,584 
Potatoes ‘ Cwts. 155,369 195,113 
Tomatoesf ... 7,988 — 
34,059 


‘These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
t Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Annual Series. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 


Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 | Denmark (1898. Supplementary) 
2372 | Senegal and Dependencies... 1d, 
2373 | German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) 24d. 
2374 | Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) . _ 14d. 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897- 1900 ... ld. 
2376 | Naples (1899) ‘i ad. 
2377 Hangchow (1898) 1d. 
2378 | Portugal (1897 and 1898) 3d. 
2379 | Hiogo and Osaka (1898) - we | Lda. 
2380 | Venice (1898-99) - 2d. 
2381 | Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898- 99) ... 23d. 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) 2d. 
2383 | Servia (1898 and 1899)... 14d. 
2384 | Somali Coast ... 24d. 
2385 | Thessaly (1899) 1d. 
2386 | Netherlands (1899) 14d. 
2387 | Havre (1899) 2d. 
2388 | Ciudad Bolivar - hd. 
2389 | Para (1898-99) 1d. 
2390 | Italy (1898 and 1899) ... 83d. 
2391 | Texas (1899) . ey 2d. 
2392 Curagoa and 1899) 2d. 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... 14d. 
2394 Charlestown and District (1899) 1jd. 
2395 | Coquimbo (1898) 4d. 
2396 | Trebizond and Sivas (1899) 14d. 
2397 | Japan (1899) .. 23d. 
2398 | Baltimore (1899) is 2d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) 1d. 
2400 | Germany (1899) We 24d. 
2401 | Stockholm and East Swedish Coast (1899) 24d. 


} 
|| 
| 
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No. Place. Price. 
2404 | Aleppo (i899)... we] 
2405 Palestine (1899) nis ine ld. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) ove sae 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (1899) __... 24d. 
2408 | Patras and District (1899) ld. 
2409 Calais (1899) ... 2d. 
2412 Brest (1899) ... ove “ai ld, 
2414 | Chicago and District (1899)... 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899) ... 3d. 
2416 | Trieste (1899)... a | | 
2417 Leghorn and Ancona (1899) 2d. 
2418 | Corsica (1899) ld. 
2419 | Samoa (1899)... 1d. 
2421 Ningpo (1899) xis ld, 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


519 Belgiwm.—F lax Industry of Courtrai_... 


520 France.—Report on French Colonies... 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank ken oso] Ad 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis on 4d. 


524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 1d. 


q 

{ 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. = | Price. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France | 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin . | 

Agreement between the ‘United Kingdom and France for the | 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December, 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries .. 

Declaration between the United “Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg ahead the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International 
of 31st May, 1865 ee 

International Sanitary Convention 

Convention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions .. 

Convention between the “United Kingdom, “Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom ‘and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 
Criminals . 

Convention between the’ United. Kingdom, “Germany, and 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration... 

Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 
lating the — . Communication between the two 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 


Jamaica 


Lagos 

Seychelles 

Christmas and. Cocos- Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements 

Basutoland ... 

Niger Coast Protectorate 


| 
| 
| 4d. 
3 
| — 
| 
| id. 
| 5 
} 1d. 
6 3d. 4 
7 | 
ad. q 
1d. 
| 10 
d. 
ul 
| id. 
No. | Place. | Price. q 
3 


i 
4 
4 


